
February 5, 2023 
Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 578 Thy Strong Word LSB 578 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that  

           fills us, 

Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

   Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the light which Thou dost  

           send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 
 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light  

                 begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 152 
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, 

relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by 

Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 58:3–9a 
3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 

 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
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7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1–16 
 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know 

nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with 

you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my 

message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but 

in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom 

of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we 

impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the 

ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they 

had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
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“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 

searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s 

thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 

comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have 

received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 

might understand the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in 

words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 

spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they 

are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to 

be judged by no one. 16“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to 

instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Common Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

  

 
  

 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 

shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 

not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until 

heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law 

until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 698 May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill
 LSB 698 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
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     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Re. Philip Zielinski 
 

Stand 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 159 
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Sit 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  

 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, You delight to loose the bonds of wickedness and undo 

the straps of the heavy yoke, that freed from sin’s bondage, we may 

gladly receive Your blessings. Preserve us from the lie that You are a 

cruel oppressor, and give us thankful hearts to rejoice that You are the 

Giver of all good gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Merciful God, preserve Your Church by Your life-giving Word. Open 

the lips of pastors to declare Your just decrees and store them up in the 

hearts of Your people, that we may delight in Your promises and abound 

in good works. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P O Lord, give wisdom and courage to parents as they teach their children 

Your ways. Make our homes havens of peace in a quarrelsome, self-

seeking world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You declare that a young man may keep his way pure 

by guarding it according to Your Word. Protect children and youth 

against the siren calls of the devil, the world and their own sinful nature. 

Grant delight in Your testimonies as much as in all riches. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty God, according to Your wisdom You establish rulers of this 

age for a time. Remember Joseph, our president; Mike, our governor; and 

all those You have placed in authority, that they might fulfill their duties 

with wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Holy Father, cause healing to spring up speedily for the sake of Your 

Son. Have mercy upon those who suffer afflictions of sin in mind and 

body [especially _____________]. Where You permit trial to remain, 

preserve Your people in faith until the day when Your light breaks forth 

like the dawn. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P O God, in Christ Your righteousness goes before us and Your glory is 

our rearguard. Answer our pleas for mercy this day in the gift of Christ’s 

body and blood, and prepare all those who commune to receive Him 

worthily and joyfully. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Holy Spirit, that delivered 

from the spirit of this world, we may hold fast in faith to what You freely 

give us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 

foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your 

Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 

manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163 
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Sit 

Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 
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Distribution Hymn: The Law of God Is Good and Wise LSB 579 

 

 

 
 

5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow’r to justify. 

 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith 

alone. 
Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn: The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace
 LSB 580 
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5 It bears to all the tidings glad 

And bids their hearts no more be sad; 

The weary, burdened souls it cheers 

And banishes their guilty fears. 

 

6 May we in faith its message learn 

Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 

May we in faith its truth confess 

And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 
Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn: Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed
 LSB 560 

 

 

 
Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 165 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 166 
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Closing Hymn: Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings  
 LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM  Sunday School  
 Today 12-2:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Monday  NO Confirmation 
 Tuesday   NO Communion 
  Wednesday  NO Bible Study 
 Wednesday 11:30 AM Quilters 
 

LWML is collecting mites today. Thank you! 
 

LWML we are collecting NEW shoes, socks and underwear for our BOD LWML 
meeting in Columbus on February 25th. These items will help children though Hope 
Chest of Lake County. Items will need to be brought to the church by Sunday, 
February 19th and placed in the box by the "Welcome Center." We thank you, and the 
children thank you! For questions, please contact Ethel Shchiemann or Sandy Turner. 
 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: Stay tuned! 
 

THANK YOU to all who prayed for me during my recent medical scare. The situation is 
improved now and I'm optimistic I will continue to improve. Karen Siiman 
 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL If you’re an eligible member, please consider directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Valley City, OH. 2022. 
Choice Dollars expire March 31, 2023 - so it’s use it or lose it. You may learn more 
by visiting: www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling Thrivent at: 1-800-847-4836 
and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” Thank you for helping to support the 
mission of St. Paul Church. 
 

WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
 

GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 Jan-March devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided, most likely first a weekday morning 
playdate. If you are interested in that or other gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome 
Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 

 

“Walk-In” times at Church:  
o Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
o Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  

• To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 

appointments. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  

to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 

IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 

WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live 
and on-demand. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
  

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


