
March 12, 2023 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 

Opening Hymn: Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens LSB 589 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638–83; (sts. 1–3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 

 
  

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 

have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 

hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 

of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1–7 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 17. 

 

 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness 

of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the 

people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses 

said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 
3But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against 

Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What 

shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the 

LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the 

elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, 

and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 

shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” 

And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name 

of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of 

Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or 

not?” 
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A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Epistle Romans 5:1–8 
A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 5. 

  

 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 95:1-7 From Matins, LSB 220 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Holy Gospel John 4:5–30, 39–42 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
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 5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob 

had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he 

was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

 7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give 

me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The 

Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from 

me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying 

to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 

given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to 

draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 

himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water 

that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give 

him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The 

woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or 

have to come here to draw water.” 

 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman 

answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 

saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one 

you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman 

said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on 

this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought 

to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 

when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 

salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 

the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 

seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that 

Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us 

all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 

 27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with 

a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with 

her?” 28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to 

the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 

Christ?” 30They went out of the town and were coming to him. . . . 
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 39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 

testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40So when the Samaritans came to 

him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41And 

many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no 

longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 

ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Sermon Hymn: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
 LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
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Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  
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Hymn: 855 For All the Faithful Women LSB 855 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007, alt. 
Tune: Finnish, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Lord of hosts, You have brought us to dwell in Your house and called us 

to worship You in spirit and truth. Receive our praise and hear our 

prayers, that we would leave this place satisfied with Your living water. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord of hosts, You led Your ancient people by the hand of Moses and 

Aaron. Lead us through the wilderness of this world by the hand of 

faithful pastors, that we would be refreshed by the living water flowing 

from the stricken side of Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, You have made us righteous through Jesus Christ and 

made peace with us by His cross. Lead us to embrace our suffering in 

faith, as they shape us in His image, and prepare us to behold Your glory 

in heaven. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, You appointed Your Son to suffer on our behalf, that we 

would rejoice in the hope of glory. Make all Christian fathers to stand in 

Your grace, that they would live faithfully for the sake of their families 

and urge them always toward eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, bless the nations of the world, that both citizens and 

authorities would seek justice, peace and the common good of all. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of hosts, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our 

prayers [_____________]. Surround them with Your love in Christ and, 

according to Your gracious will, heal them. Comfort all those who 

mourn, [especially _____________,] and fill their hearts with the certain 

hope of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

 

P Lord of hosts, grant us safe haven at Your altar, that we who bear the 

weight of this world and its sorrows would always long for Your courts 

and the blessings You have prepared for those who sing Your praise. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, to You all hearts are open and all sins are 

known. Strengthen our hearts by Your grace, that we who daily sin much 

would make confession boldly and then joyfully receive Your precious 

word of absolution; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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C Amen. 

  

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Concluding Collect 
P Faithful God, whose mercies are new to us every morning, we humbly 

pray that You would look upon us in mercy and renew us by Your Holy 

Spirit. Keep safe our going out and our coming in, and let Your blessing 

remain with us throughout this day. Preserve us in Your righteousness, 

and grant us a portion in that eternal life which is in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

Closing Hymn: 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM  Sunday School  
 Today 12-2:00 PM Walk-In Communion 
 Monday 6-7:30 PM Confirmation 
 Tuesday 5-7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM  Elder Meeting 
  Wednesday 10-11:15 AM Bible Study 
 Wednesday 11:30 AM  Lent-3 Morning Worship 
 Wednesday 6:00 PM Lent-3 Soup Supper 
 Wednesday 7:00 PM Lent-3 Evening Worship 
 Wednesday 8:00 PM Choir Practice 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are placed this morning in honor of Todd & Margit Gery’s 53rd 
Wedding Anniversary. 
 
LENTEN MEALS are at 6:00 PM before the Evening Midweek Worship. Please sign-
up at the Welcome Center to bring your favorite dish. Thank you!  
 
VALLEY CITY FIREFIGHTERS PANCAKE BREAKFAST Join in today to help support 
Valley City Firefighters Association. See insert for more details. 
 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL If you’re an eligible member, please consider directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Valley City, OH. 2022. 
Choice Dollars expire March 31, 2023 - so it’s use it or lose it. You may learn more 
by visiting: www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling Thrivent at: 1-800-847-4836 
and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” Thank you for helping to support the 
mission of St. Paul Church. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
LWML LEADERS’ WORKSHOP the LWML Ohio District is inviting all ladies to this 
Adventures In Equipping Leaders seminar on Saturday, March 25th, 9:00 AM - 3:30 
PM (9:30 AM Opening Devotion) at St. John Lutheran Church in Dublin, OH.  
Bring your Bible, a clipboard, and a tote bag. For the Columbus area LSS Food Pantry 
please bring either a jar of peanut butter or canned fruit, or both. Our ladies can 
carpool to this "adventure" and learn techniques of being a joyful LWML’er and leader 
together. Please see Ethel Schiemann for registration options. 
 
LWML ZONE PRAYER SERVICE AND SEMINAR “My Soul Rejoices” written by 
Shirley Smith will be on Sunday, March 26, 2:00 PM at Faith Lutheran Church, 2265 
Garden Drive, Avon, Ohio 44011. Join us as we rejoice in the gifts of reflection, prayer 
and song. Hear of God’s great love for us! See Ethel Schiemann about carpooling. 
 
LWML next meeting will be Tuesday, April 7th at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: Our goal is to have these ready for the end of March. 
 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 April-June devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 
PROMISED TREASURES daily Lenten devotionals are available for you in the 
Narthex hallway, grab yours today! Lent Family Calendars are at the Welcome Center. 
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
 
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other 
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 

 
“Walk-In” times at Church:  

o Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
o Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  

• To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 

appointments. 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  

to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live 
and on-demand. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
  

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


