
January 1,2023 
First Sunday After Christmas 
 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
Opening Hymn: 362 O Sing of Christ LSB 362 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 204 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, subject to the Law 

and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true 

circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Numbers 6:22–27 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Numbers, chapter 6. 

  

 22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, 

saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 27“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless 

them.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hebrews 8:10; 10:17 

This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 

 after those days, declares the Lord: 

I will put my laws into their minds, 

 and write them on their hearts. 

I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

 I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more. 

 

Epistle Galatians 3:23–29 
A The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 3. 
  

 23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned 

until the coming faith would be revealed. 24So then, the law was our guardian 

until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that 

faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you 

are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 

according to promise. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 205 

 
 

P Alleluia. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins. Alleluia. 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:21–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is 

written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall 

be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said 

in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now 

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in 

the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms 

and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 
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 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child 

is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that 

thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years 

from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 

She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night 

and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God 

and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the 

Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the 

child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 

upon him. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love LSB 900 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  

 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth. The 

heavens are the work of Your fingers, yet You willed to save us in the 

most humble and sacrificial of ways. Already eight days after being born 

of the virgin Mary, Your Son was at work for our salvation by fulfilling 

Your Law and shedding His blood. Receive our heartfelt thanks for the 

righteousness and forgiveness of sins we have obtained through Jesus’ 

life, death and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed God, You sent Your Son into our flesh, and as an infant He first 

shed the blood that would cleanse us from our sin. Accept our thanks for 

the loving kindness shown to us sinners. Grant us a steadfast faith, that 

we would not forget all of Your benefits or lose sight of Your promises. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P O God, You declare that in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, 

slave nor free, male nor female, for we are all one in Him. Preserve us 

from all ungodly prejudice, yet instill in us a deep appreciation of our 

distinctive callings. Grant that we would not resent what You have called 

us to be and to do, but rejoice to serve as You have ordained. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed Lord, You have shown Your power by establishing governments 

and leaders to serve Your people in Your name. Grant to our president, 

governor, Congress, legislators, judges and magistrates the wisdom and 

courage to act with integrity on behalf of all people, especially those least 

able to defend themselves. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Father in heaven, bless and keep us by Your grace. Remember those in 

need who cry out to You [especially _____________]. According to 

Your will and wisdom, lift up Your countenance upon them and give 

them peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, You invite Your children to the table of Your Son. Give us 

Your Holy Spirit, that we would discern Christ’s body and blood in this 

Sacrament and come with joyful and repentant hearts to receive the 

foretaste of the eternal feast. Strengthen us by this blessed communion, 

that we would love You above all and love one another in Your name. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious Father, in Your steadfast love You have put off the day of 

Jesus’ return until the perfect time, when the number of Your elect is 

complete. Keep Your people watchful, vigilant and awake with Your gift 

of faith until that day; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made 

flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You 

in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are 

not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
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of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the 

fullness of time Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating 

His body and drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your 

grace and truth in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 
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Hymn: 120 Help Us, O Lord! Behold, We Enter TLH 120 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Jesus, be with me and direct me; 

Jesus, my plans and hopes inspire; 

Jesus, from tempting thoughts protect me; 

Jesus, be all my heart's Desire; 

Jesus, be in my thoughts all day 

Nor suffer me to fall away. 

 

6 And grant, Lord, when the year is over, 

That it for me in peace may close; 

In all things care for me and cover 

My head in time of fear and woes. 

So may I when my years are gone 

Appear with joy before Thy throne. 
Text: Johann Rist, 1642, cento; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; Johann Rist, 1642, cento; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863 
Tune: Emskirchner Choralbuch, Leipzig, 1756; Emskirchner Choralbuch, Leipzig, 1756 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
 LSB 524 

 

 

 
 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799–1877 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 898 The Ancient Law Departs LSB 898 

 

 
Text: Sebastian Besnault, d. 1724; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



17 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Closing Hymn: 897 O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly LSB 897 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 10:00 AM  One Worship Service 
 Today  NO Bible Class 
 Today  NO Sunday School  
 Today   NO Walk-In Communion 
 Monday  NO Confirmation 
 Tuesday 10:00 AM  LWML 
 Tuesday 5-7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
  Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 Friday 6:00 PM Epiphany Pot-Luck Party &  
   De-Christmas Decorating 
 

Beloved of the Lord, 
Thank you for the generous Christmas gift collected from the 

members of the congregation. I’m so grateful for all that you do in support of 
me and my family and am truly blessed to serve you here at St. Paul. Merry 
Christmas and a blessed New Year to you! 

In Christ, 
Pastor Zielinski 
Yuliza, Lorena, Valeria, Yurledis, and Yesenia 

 
 
LWML is collecting mites today. Thank you. 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY Yes! There will be Bible Study this coming Wednesday, 
January 4, 2023. 
 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: NEW TIMES AVAILABLE Saturdays, January 14th and 
January 21st, 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM. To sign up, see Len Maver in the narthex between 
services and after late service. Photos will be taken off to the side of the sanctuary 
behind the organ. Each household will receive an email of the digital photo that you 
can use however you’d like. Questions? Contact Len Maver (440-781-9009). 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 Jan-March devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 

WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
 

GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided, most likely first a weekday morning 
playdate. If you are interested in that or other gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome 
Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 

 

“Walk-In” times at Church:  
o Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
o Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  

• To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 

appointments. 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  

to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 

IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 

WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live 
and on-demand. 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
HAPPY 175TH BIRTHDAY to the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod! Merchandise is 
available from the LCMS Store, such as T-Shirts, travel tumblers, magnets and more to 
commemorate this special event! Please visit: https://the-lcms-store.square.site/s/shop 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to those 
affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown their generosity. 
 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL If you’re an eligible member, please consider directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Valley City, OH. 2022  
Choice Dollars expire March 2023, so it’s use it or lose it. You may learn more by 
visiting: www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling Thrivent at: 1-800-847-4836 and 
when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” Thank you for helping to support the mission of 
St. Paul Church.  

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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22 

Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


