August 14th, 2022

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Stand
Opening Hymn: 664 Fight the Good Fight LSB 664
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor  fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ  your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be-lieve, and
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it shall be  Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ 1s the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ 1s your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York

Text and tune: Public domain
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Opening Versicles Psalm 51:15; Psalm 70:1 219
H4
)
h O Lord, o - pen my lips,
H |
o
G
)
and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - Iu - ia.
Antiphon (Common) LSB 220
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir - it.
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O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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Venite Psalm 95:1-7 LSB 220
f)
ly
o o S —
1 Ocome,letussing . .. ............ to the Lord,
2 FortheLordisa . . .............. great God
3 TheseaisHis,forHe . ... .......... made_ it,
5 Glory be to the Fatherand . . . ... ... .. to the Son
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1 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal - va - tion.
2andagreat . . ... ...t king a - bove all gods.
JandHishand ............... formed the dry land.
Sandtothe ................. Ho - ly Spir - it
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1 Let us come into His presence with thanks - giv - ing,
2 The deep places of the earthare . . . . . .. in His hand;
3 O come, let us worshipand . ........ bow down,
4 ForHe . . . . @ i i i i it ittt v e e is our God,
5 as it was in the be - - gin - ning,
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1 let us make a joyful noiseto . . . ... .. Him with songs of praise.
2 the strength of the hillsis . . ... .. .. His al - so.
3 let us kneel beforethe . .......... Lord, our mak - er.
4 and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep— of His hand.
5 is now, and will be for - - ev -er. A - men
Antiphon (Common) LSB 221
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Blessed be God, the Fa-ther, the Son, and the Ho-ly Spir - it.
o
O come, let us wor - ship Him.
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Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:16-29

A reading from Jeremiah, chapter 23.

18Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets
who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their
own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. "They say continually to those
who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to
everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall
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come upon you.

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD
to see and to hear his word,
or who has paid attention to his word and listened?
19Behold, the storm of the LORD!
Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intents of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand it clearly.

211 did not send the prophets,
yet they ran;
| did not speak to them,
yet they prophesied.
22But if they had stood in my council,
then they would have proclaimed my words to my people,
and they would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their deeds.

23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? *Can a
man hide himself in secret places so that | cannot see him? declares the LORD.
Do | not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD. %°I have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I
have dreamed!” ?®How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who
prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 2’who think to
make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another,



even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 2®Let the prophet who has a
dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully.
What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. ?°Is not my word
like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in
pieces?”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.

Fear the LORD, you his saints,

for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle Hebrews 11:17—12:3
A reading from Hebrews, chapter 11.

7By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, *®of whom it
was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” **He considered that
God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively
speaking, he did receive him back. ?°By faith Isaac invoked future blessings
on Jacob and Esau. ?'By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 2By faith Joseph, at the
end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave
directions concerning his bones.

23By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not
afraid of the king’s edict. 2By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 2°choosing rather to be mistreated
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He
considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
for he was looking to the reward. 2’By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of
the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 2By faith
he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the
firstborn might not touch them.



9By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the
Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. By faith the
walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 3!By
faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient,
because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

32And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— *3who
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, 3*quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. 3¥Women received back their dead by resurrection.
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to
a better life. 3®Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 3" They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed
with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
afflicted, mistreated— 3of whom the world was not worthy—wandering
about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

3And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive
what was promised, 4°since God had provided something better for us, that
apart from us they should not be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God.

3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so
that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Luke 12:49-56
A reading from Luke, chapter 12.

49[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were
already kindled! *°I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my
distress until it is accomplished! >'Do you think that I have come to give peace
on earth? No, | tell you, but rather division. >?For from now on in one house
there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. >*They will
be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

*He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
say at once, ‘A shower is coming.” And so it happens. >>And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens.
Y ou hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky,
but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Common Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28 LSB 221
Verse To Refrain
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1 Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
2 Blessed are those
who hear the Word of God  and keep— it
3 Glory be to the
Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spir - it
A u Refrain
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Lord, I love
the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.

Announcements
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Sermon Hymn: Lord, Keep

Us Steadfast in Your Word

LSB 655
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1 Lord, keep wus stead - fast in Your Word; Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on earth; Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.
we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - ly.
Text: Martin Luth§t£i£?546' tr. Catlé\l;lv(\%nkworth 1827-78 alltead us Out Of death tO life.
Sermon Rev. Garrett Buvinghausen
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Te Deum 223
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1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . . .. ... .. Sab - a - oth;
3 The noble army of martyrs . . . .. ... ... .. praise You.
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1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.
2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo - ry.
3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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1 To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs there-in.
2 The glorious company of the apostles . . . . . . . praise___  You.
3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;
4 You are thekingofglory, . .. ... ... ..... O Christ;
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1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - ual - ly do cry:
2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets praise__  You.
3 alsotheHoly ... .......... Ghost, the Com-fort - er.
4 You are the everlasting Son . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You took upon Yourselftode - liv - er man,
6 Yousitattheright . . . .. ... ... ... hand of God
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5 You humbled Yourself to be born of a vir - gin.
6 intheglory . ... ........ of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You had overcome the . . . . . . . sharpness of death,
| 6 Webelievethat . . . .. .. ... ..... You will come
A5 e ——
5 You opened the kingdom of heaven to all be - liev - ers.
6to....... ... ... ... be our judge.
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7 We therefore pray You to help Your. . . . . . ser - vants,
8 O Lord, save Your people and bless Your . . . her - i - tage.
9 Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day with - out__ sin.
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7 whom You have redeem - ed with  Your pre - cious blood.
8 Governthem and lift . . . . them wup for - ev - er.
9 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up - on us.
.
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7 Make them to be numbered . . . . ... .. .. with  Your saints
8 Daybydaywe . .. ............... magni - fy You.
" 9 O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.
|
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7inglory . . . ... ... ... ... ..., . ev - er - last - ing.
8 And we worship Your name for - ever and ev - er.
9 O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be con - found - ed.
Sit
Offering

Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.

Stand
Prayer
Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 227
9
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.
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Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 227
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P} The Lord be with you.
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And with your spir - it.

Collect of the Day
Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of Christ.
United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with thanksgiving
the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His way; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P} In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For the spirit of Jeremiah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses, that
in days of division our hearts would be strengthened to confess in word
and deed the glory of God’s name, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the power of the Holy Spirit to overshadow the servants of God, that
they may build up the Church of God on the eternal foundation of His
Holy Word, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For parents, that they may bring up their children to resist temptation and
endure all for the sake of Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and all those in authority, that our Lord God Almighty
would behold them in His mercy and replenish them by His grace; that
all who receive the sword would bear it according to His Word, always
inclining to His will and walking in His way; and that we might lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, [especially ,] that God would grant healing
to their bodies, strength to the weak, endurance to bear up under trial,
patience to await His deliverance and peace at the last, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For hearts that prize our Baptism and the communion of the saints above
all other relations in this world, even as we pray and strive for the
salvation of those we know and love, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that we who
share with them the feast of heaven would also follow their way through
death to eternal life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



13

P} Hear us, most merciful Father, in these our humble requests, which we
offer unto You in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Collect for Grace

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have
safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same
with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin,
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered
by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

f)
75
Q) ~——
A - men
Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] LSB 228
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
Benediction
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h@ The grace of our Lord *I+ Je -sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir it  be with you all.
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men.
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Closing Hymn: 748 I’m But a Stranger Here LSB 748
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1 I'm but a strang - er here, Heav’n is my home;
2 What though the tem - pest rage, Heav’n is my home;
3 There - fore 1 mur - mur not, Heav’n is my home;
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Earth is a des - ert drear, Heav’n is my home.
Short is my  pil - grim - age, Heav’n is my home;
What - e’er my earth-1ly |lot, Heav’'n is my home;
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Dan - ger and sor-row stand Round me on ev - ‘ry hand;
And time’s wild win - try blast Soon  shall be O - ver - past;

And I shall sure -ly stand There at my

Lord’s right hand;
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Heav’n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’n is my home.
I shall reach home at last, Heav’'n is my home.
Heav’'n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’'n is my home.

Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807-35
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900
Text and tune: Public domain
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL

Today Between Services Fellowship Hour
Today 12:00 - 2:00 PM Walk-In Communion
Tuesday 5:00 - 7:00 PM Walk-In Communion
Tuesday 7:00 PM Executive Board Meeting
Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study

SPECIAL GUEST PREACHER today we welcome Rev. Garrett Buvinghausen, Emilia
and family. We will have fellowship time between services to catch-up—this will take
the place of the last Sunday of the month’s Fellowship hour. Rev. Buvinghausen

served as vicar at St. Paul from 2017-2018.
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CONGREGATIONAL FORUMS Opportunities are coming up to brainstorm about the
future possibilities here at St. Paul both with the coming year’s budget and long-term
planning.

Topics will include: Vicarage Program, Mission Opportunities, Communion
Frequency, 175th Anniversary Celebration, and more.
As we look back over the past 175 years and look forward to 2027 when we will
celebrate the anniversary of the sanctuary, we have the opportunity to make plans for
how we may celebrate and contribute to the legacy of the Gospel here at St. Paul.

Make plans to attend one of the forums so that your God-given gifts are included
in the planning process. Together, as the Body of Christ, we joyfully embrace the
opportunities and challenges that God has for us.

Tuesday, August 30th, 7:00-8:00pm
Saturday, September 10th, 9:00-10:00am
Sunday, September 11th, 9:30-10:15am (between Services)

PORTALS OF PRAYER the July-Sept devotion booklets are available in the Narthex
hallway, please take one home today.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to those affected by
the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown their generosity.

WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You're encouraged to take home your
worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). Please use
the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the sanctuary to place ONLY
bulletins and the unused attendance slips. Thank you.

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES

Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future.

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below.
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home.

“Walk-In” times at Church:
o Sundays, 12 — 2pm
o Tuesdays, 5 - 7pm

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:

e To schedule a time other than the walk-in times
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for
appointments.



http://www.spvc.org/
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TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him a
portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing:
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM
2. Mail your contributions to the church.
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly
to the church on a scheduled basis.
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution.

WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, Facebook,
or www.spvc.org — on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when active) and for the
most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the bulletin for the date of the
service you are watching.

IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live and on-
demand.

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor.

PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org - also, email there to join the prayer
chain and receive all the updates.

[ AUGUST 2022 )
SERVICE August 7th August 14th August 21st August 28th
SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY
Communion Communion
ELDER 8am Tim Wadle / Steve Kato Tim Wadle Tim Wadle / Steve Kato Steve Kato
10:30am| Jim Jackson / Sam Jakabcic Rob Zacharias Sam Jakabcic / Rob Zacharias Jim Jackson
USHERS 8am Mark Gordon Jim Sherry Chris Duran Dave Hesketh
10:30am Brian Dearth Bill Steingass lay Moser Brian Dearth
GREETERS 8am| Heinrich & Irmgard Cordes David & Mackenzie Duran Dean & Beth Bremke Heinrich & Irmgard Cordes
10:30am Elder Barb Pijor Elder Barb Pijor
ELDER INFO

Stephen Kato
330-242-7183
Tim Wadle
216-214-7109
Jim Jackson
330-391-6393
Rob Zacharias
330-416-6013
Sam Jakabcic
216-789-1076
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Prayers for Worship

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, 1 humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that
| may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

After worship
Almighty and merciful God, | have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. | thank You
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before confession and absolution
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Before communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation |1 come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that,
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

For blessing on the Word
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.
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“Christ’s love compels us...”

August 2022

As the flooding continues in eastern Kentucky, so also the concern for residents of this
Appalachian region.

According to Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, LCMS Director of Disaster Response, Synod Disaster
Response programs work directly with LCMS congregations that are directly impacted by a
disaster. In the case of the Kentucky floods, there are no LCMS congregations that have been
directly impacted.

However, there are still many people and organizations that have been devastated by this
disaster. The Ohio District LCMS has received numerous inquiries about relief efforts so, in
an effort to provide some source of assistance, here is a list of organizations that have relief
efforts in process:

« Samaritan’s Purse Kentucky Flood Relief (www.samaritanspurse.org)

o Thrivent (www.thrivent.com/about-us/ membership/disaster-response)

» Local news station, LEX 18 (www.lex18.com)

» Eastern Kentucky flood relief: Ways you can donate (www.wkyt.com)

« Kentucky Strong Purchase at www.thekyshop.com is donating all proceeds when you
make a purchase.

» Governor Brashear has established a fund at Team Eastern Kentucky Flood Relief
Fund (www.teamekyfloodrelieffund.ky.gov)

As Jesus taught in the Parable of the Good Samaritan, our job as Christians is to stop and help
those in need, not to walk past. Please pray for those people who have essentially lost family,
property and possessions, in addition to those volunteers who tirelessly serve to bring
assistance.

In Psalm 46, we read these words of encouragement and comfort: “God is our refuge
and strength, an ever-present help in distress.” Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear
our humble prayers for all those afflicted by the recent flooding. Comfort those who
have lost family and pets. Provide for those who lost homes and possessions. Give
encouragement to those who bring food, drinking water and dry clothing. Thank you
for those who serve with the rescue efforts. May those in need look to You for hope
and healing. Surround all who are suffering with your loving arms. In Jesus name we
pray, AMEN.

Thank you, and God’s blessing.
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