
February 12, 2023 
Sixth Sunday After the Epiphany 
 

Opening Hymn: Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways
 LSB 707 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
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them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
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P O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly 

suffer the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your 

goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

Psalm 119:1-8 antiphon: v. 1 
1Blessèd are those whose way is blameless, 

 who walk in the law of the LORD! 
2Blessèd are those who keep his testimonies, 

 who seek him with their whole heart, 
3who also do no wrong, 

 but walk in his ways! 
4You have commanded your precepts 

 to be kept diligently. 
5Oh that my ways may be steadfast 

 in keeping your statutes! 
6Then I shall not be put to shame, 

 having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
7I will praise you with an upright heart, 

 when I learn your just and righteous decrees. 
8I will keep your statutes; 

 do not utterly forsake me! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Blessèd are those whose way is blameless, 

 who walk in the law of the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 30. 
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 15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you 

obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by 

loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 

commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, 

and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take 

possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are 

drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, 

that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are 

going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. 

Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD 

your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and 

length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 

 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 3. 

  

 1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of 

the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you 

were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of 

the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the 

flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow 

Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, 

as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 

growth. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 
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God who gives the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and 

each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow 

workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

P Alleluia. Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Alleluia. 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 5:21–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

 
  

 21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 

not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to 

you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 

whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 

‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at 

the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your 

brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your 

accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you 

over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, 

I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I 

say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
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committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, 

tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 

members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you 

lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. 

 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a 

certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, 

except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And 

whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

 33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

swear falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say 

to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 
35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 

great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one 

hair white or black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything 

more than this comes from evil.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



8 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star  
 LSB 872 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Knorr von Rosenroth, 1636–89; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 

Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  
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Hymn: 865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain LSB 865 

 

 

 
Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: As hymnodus sacer, 1625, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P That almighty God, who receives the praise of seas and rivers, would 

keep us in the baptismal grace He has given us by water and the Word, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For maturity of faith, that our Father in heaven would bless pastors, 

teachers, parents and all who teach His Word; and that He would give us 

a constant desire to hear and obey it, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For peace, that God, who condemns unrighteous anger as murderous and 

who has saved us from His righteous anger by the death of His Son, 

would move us to repentance and reconciliation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



11 

P For purity of heart and mind, that the Lord who created us would deliver 

us from lustful thoughts and the evil of pornography so that we may lead 

a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For integrity, that the Author of truth would preserve us from false oaths 

and strengthen us to acknowledge His Word and do what He commands, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the rulers of our nation, that the Lord, who judges all peoples in 

righteousness and equity, would endow them with wisdom so that we are 

preserved from unjust division and enabled to live in peace, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the suffering, [especially _____________,] that the Lord, our life, 

would sustain and strengthen them; and for those who mourn, [including 

_____________,] that the Lord would console them with the promise of 

everlasting life in Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For Christian unity, that God, who gives growth to the Church by His 

Means of Grace, would preserve His people from division and worldly 

wisdom and unite us in a common confession of His truth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P To Him we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
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     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
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Closing Hymn: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing LSB 686 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM  Sunday School  
 Today 12-2:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Monday 6-7:30 PM Confirmation 
 Tuesday 5-7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM Elder Meeting 
  Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 Thursday 11:00 AM Quilters 
 
PROMISED TREASURES daily Lenten devotionals are available for you in the 
Narthex hallway, grab yours today! Lent Family Calendars are at the Welcome Center. 
 
LENTEN MEALS will begin on Wednesday, March 1st at 6:00 PM. Please sign-up at 
the Welcome Center. Thank you!  
 
QUILTERS are looking for an ironing board. If you have one to donate, please contact 
Judy Renz at 330-419-9518. Thank you! 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
LWML we are collecting NEW shoes, socks and underwear for our BOD LWML 
meeting in Columbus on February 25th. These items will help children though Hope 
Chest of Lake County. Items will need to be brought to the church by Sunday, 
February 19th and placed in the box by the "Welcome Center." We thank you, and the 
children thank you! For questions, please contact Ethel Shchiemann or Sandy Turner. 
 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY: Stay tuned! 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 Jan-March devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL If you’re an eligible member, please consider directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Valley City, OH. 2022. 
Choice Dollars expire March 31, 2023 - so it’s use it or lose it. You may learn more 
by visiting: www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling Thrivent at: 1-800-847-4836 
and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” Thank you for helping to support the 
mission of St. Paul Church. 
 
  

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
 
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided, most likely first a weekday morning 
playdate. If you are interested in that or other gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome 
Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 

 
“Walk-In” times at Church:  

o Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
o Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  

• To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 

appointments. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  

to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live 
and on-demand. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
  

mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


