
December 11, 2022 
Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Opening Hymn: 331 The Advent of Our King LSB 331 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 
 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1–10 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 35. 

  

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

 the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 

 and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

 the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

 the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 
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with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 

 and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

 It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

 even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 

 nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

 but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

 and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

 they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle James 5:7–11 
A The Epistle is from James, chapter 5. 

  

 7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the 

farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it 

receives the early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your 

hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one 

another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing 
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at the door. 10As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider those 

blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, 

and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate 

and merciful. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–15 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by 

his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 

look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 

news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 

those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one 

greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the 

kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 
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13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14and if you are 

willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Sermon Hymn: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 
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Sit 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  
 

Hymn: 334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You LSB 334 
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5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all who offer prayers and supplications, that God would hear them on 

account of His Son who has enlightened the darkness of our hearts and 

every corner of creation by His incarnation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For all pastors and church workers, that the words they bear would 

prepare the way of Jesus’ second advent and be received by all who hear 

them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the homes of our land, that God would grant safety and security to all 

families; and that the faith would be delivered from one generation to the 

next, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until 

the day when Christ comes again in glory to usher in His kingdom, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For the sick and grieving, [especially _____________,] that as the day 

draws near when blind eyes see, deaf ears hear, lame legs leap and mute 

tongues sing for joy, God would grant them healing according to His 

gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P For faith and joy to receive the Lord’s Supper worthily this day, as Christ 

comes as a foretaste of the Lamb’s marriage feast, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

P O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in Your goodness. In every 

circumstance of life, teach us the joy that comes from knowing Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and eagerly expecting His gracious 

visitation; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
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Closing Hymn: 398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM Sunday School  
 Today 12-2:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Monday 6-7:30 PM Confirmation 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM  Elder Meeting 
 Tuesday 12-2:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 Wednesday  NO Quilters 
 Wednesday 11:30 AM Advent-3 Morning Worship 
 Wednesday 6:00 PM Advent-2 Soup Supper 
 Wednesday 7:00 PM Advent-3 Evening Worship 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS were placed last Sunday in honor of Charlie Djordjevic’s birthday. 
 
LWML is grateful for the mites that were collected last Sunday. Thank you. 
 
THANK YOU FROM THE LWML Thank you to everyone who so generously donated 
to the LWML collection for Lutheran World Relief at the Christmas Family Tea. A total 
of $240 was collected and sent to help those who had hurricane and flood damage. 
Thank you again! 
 
TOY COLLECTION MARYSSA'S MISSION today is the deadline to bring in your 
UNWRAPPED toys for all ages, infants through teens. Toys will be given out by Santa 
at Ronald McDonald house of Cleveland, Akron and Columbus, also Ronald McDonald 
rooms at Cleveland Clinic, Fairview and University hospitals. Thank you. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM Children are welcomed to perform at the late 
service on December 18th. We will rehearse our songs during Sunday School time 
throughout December. Contact Sarah Moser for questions. 
 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY - NEW TIMES AVAILABLE Saturdays, January 14th and 
January 21st, 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM. To sign up, see Len Maver in the narthex between 
services and after late service.  
Photos will be taken off to the side of the sanctuary behind the organ. Each household 
will receive an email of the digital photo that you can use however you’d like. 
Questions? Contact Len Maver (440-781-9009). 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided, most likely first a weekday morning 
playdate. If you are interested in that or other gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome 
Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
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ADVENT DEVOTIONALS Adult devotion booklets are available in the Narthex 
hallway, please take one home today. 
 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, blank 
attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after leaving 
Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 

 
“Walk-In” times at Church:  

o Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
o Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  

• To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 

appointments. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  

to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY bulletins and unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live 
and on-demand. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
HAPPY 175TH BIRTHDAY to the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod! Merchandise is 
available from the LCMS Store, such as T-Shirts, travel tumblers, magnets and more to 
commemorate this special event! Please visit: https://the-lcms-store.square.site/s/shop 
 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to those 
affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown their generosity. 
 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL If you’re an eligible member, please consider directing 
Thrivent Choice Dollars to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Valley City, OH.  
2022 Choice Dollars expire March 2023, so it’s use it or lose it. You may learn more 
by visiting: www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or by calling Thrivent at: 1-800-847-4836 
and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” Thank you for helping to support the mission 
of St. Paul Church. 

mailto:prayer@spvc.org
http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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TOY COLLECTION  

MARYSSA'S MISSION 

 
The Maryssa’s Mission Foundation serves medically fragile 
communities. We here at St. Paul Church are collecting 
UNWRAPPED toys for all ages, infants through teens.  
 

Toys will be given out by Santa at Ronald McDonald house of 
Cleveland, Akron and Columbus, also Ronald McDonald rooms 
at Cleveland Clinic, Fairview and University hospitals.  
 

We are now accepting UNWRAPPED toys  
which will run through  

Sunday, December 11th. 
 

PLEASE: (Due to safety issues) 
No stuffed toys/animals or toys form the Dollar Tree. 

 
There will be a box in the Narthex for drop off. 

 

Thank you for your caring and giving to these children and their 
families helping to make their Christmas a joyful and blessed 
time this Christmas season. God Bless you. 
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


