
July 23, 2023 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Opening Hymn: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less LSB 575 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 186 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 

ever mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of 

living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
   

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6–8 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 44. 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 

 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

“I am the first and I am the last; 

 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

 Let him declare and set it before me, 

since I appointed an ancient people. 

 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 
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 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

 And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? 

 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

 To him be glory forever. Amen. 

Epistle Romans 8:18–27 
A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 
  

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits 

with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption 

of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience. 

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 

pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 

too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 

God. 
   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

 
 

 24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his 
men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and 
went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have 
weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to 
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in 
gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow 
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.’” . . . 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came 
to him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is 
the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are 
the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The 
harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds 
are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The 
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them into the fiery furnace. In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him 
hear.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



8 

Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure  
 LSB 654 
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Text: David W. Rogner, 1960 
Tune: Joseph Herl, 1959 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: © 2003 Joseph Herl. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 

 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielisnki 
 

Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

  



10 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Redeemer and Lord of hosts, the future is in Your hands. Remove all fear 

from us, and keep us mindful that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Lord of heaven and earth, we give thanks that Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

died to redeem the world and restore creation. Until new life supplants 

the groanings of this age, lead us to steward Your creation well, not in 

waste but in wise and diligent use with thanksgiving. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Heavenly Father, pour out the blessing of Your Holy Spirit on the 

delegates who will assemble in convention this week. Give wisdom to 

those who propose, deliberate and decide for the work and welfare of our 

Synod. Guard all who speak and all who listen. Give us courage to do 

with integrity what we promise. Bless our plans and actions, and grant 

success. Only let our manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P We give You thanks for all who serve as instruments of Your 

compassion, those who care for the elderly at home, and those who work 

in retirement and nursing facilities. Grant that we also may serve as Your 

hands, feet and voices to give comfort and company to the lonely. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P O Lord, You are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness. Be patient with those who do not repent or believe. Send 

Your Holy Spirit to bring them into saving faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Guide the leaders of all nations, that they would work for peace and 

justice in the face of conflict and discord. By, or despite, their efforts, 

protect the weak and defenseless. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We commend to You all who endure the bondage of decay through 

infirmity and weakness [especially _____________]. Deliver them 

according to Your will, and strengthen and preserve their faith, that they 

may rejoice that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed in us. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Preserve us in hope for what we do not see. Grant that we would receive 

Your Holy Supper with hearts free from pride, presumption or any other 

sin that would profane His precious body and blood. May we rejoice in 

His bodily presence for our forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, You have called us according to Your purpose. You cause all 

things to work together for our good. Keep us safe until that day when 

You gather us with the saints into Your kingdom, which has no end; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 194 
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Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, 

humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient 

unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed 

us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 197 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

  



15 

Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 

 

Distribution Hymn: 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 728 How Firm a Foundation LSB 728 

 

 

 

 
Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

The Dismissal 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 

 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn: 830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord LSB 830 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 
 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
Text: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier, 1774–1841; tr. composite 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 12:00-2:00 PM Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 5:00-7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Wednesday  NO Bible Study 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS are placed this morning from Tim & Jean Wadle in praise to God 
for His gracious, ever-present care. 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC This year, members will provide sides and desserts and 
the church will be providing the mains. To help with planning we’d like to know 
how many to expect. Please sign-up at the Welcome Center. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, August 6th at 10:30 AM at Mill Stream Park Pavilion 1200 
Maple St, Valley City, OH 44280. Beginning with the Worship Service, food, fun and 
fellowship will follow. 
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WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities that kids 
may engage and participate in worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress 
for parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but 
more importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a 
moment to collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle 
Bag” plastic bin after the Worship Service. We are grateful to Sandy Turner and Jean 
Wadle who are keeping up providing clean Wiggle Bags each week. Your donated 
supplies may be given directly to Sandy Turner or Jean Wadle. Thank you. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app updated and it’s asking for an 
“online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.  
 
TRINITY CHURCH, CLEVELAND will be celebrating the 150th birthday of her 
sanctuary on July 29th & 30th. They will be hosting a community event on July 
29th from 11:30am – 2:30pm including food, a bouncy house, tours of the church, 
organ recitals – fun for everyone! On Sunday, July 30th, there will be a worship 
service at 10:00 AM including a rededication of the sanctuary for God’s work 
followed by a potluck. All are welcome! Questions? Please call 216- 281-1700. (2031 
W. 30th Street, Cleveland, OH 44113) 
 
SUMMER FELLOWSHIP HOUR between worship services on the last Sunday of the 
month we will gather together to enjoy fellowship and food! If you would like to bring a 
dish to share, please sign-up at the Welcome Center.  
Next Fellowship Dates: July 30th & August 27th 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY is taking a summer break and will return back on 
Wednesday, September 6th at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 July-September devotion booklets are available on 
the Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other 
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 
 

https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
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“Walk-In” times at Church:  
Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 
Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 
appointments. 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
 
 
 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


