
January 21, 2024 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Opening Hymn: O Christ, Our True and Only Light LSB 839 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
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Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and 

stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

 

For context: Jonah 1:17–2:1 17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow 

up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 1 Then 

Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, saying … 
 

The Song of Jonah (LSB 985) Jonah 2:2-9 
First time, solo sings the refrain then all sing the refrain. 
Solo sings the verses. 
All sing the refrain. 
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1 I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, and He | answered me;* 

  out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and You | heard my voice.  

2 For You cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the 

flood  sur- |rounded me;* 

  all Your waves and Your billows passed | over me.  

3 Then I said, “I am driven away | from Your sight;* 

  yet I shall again look upon Your holy | temple.” 

Refrain 

4 The waters closed in over me to take my life; the deep sur- | rounded me;* 

  weeds were wrapped about my head at the roots of the | mountains. 

5 I went down to the land whose bars closed upon me for- | ever;* 

  yet You brought up my life from the pit, O- | Lord my God.  

6 When my life was fainting away, I remembered | the Lord,* 

  and my prayer came to You, into Your holy | temple.   

Refrain 

7 Those who pay regard to vain | idols* 

  forsake their hope of | steadfast love. 

8 But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to You; what I have 

vowed | I will pay.* 

  Salvation belongs | to the Lord! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  

Refrain 
Text: Jonah 2:2–9 
Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948 
Text: © 2001 Crossway Bibles. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
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Old Testament Reading Jonah 2:10—3:5, 10 
  
10And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. 

 1Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, 

saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the 

message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to 

the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ 

journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. 

And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And 

the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, 

God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did 

not do it. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 7. 

  

 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. 

From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and 

those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 

goods, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings 

with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about 

the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33But the married man is 

anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his interests are 

divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of 

the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious 

about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I say this for your own 

benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to 

secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 1:14–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel 

of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 

brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And 

Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 
18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a 

little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were 

in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they 

left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake
 LSB 688 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 
Tune: Bartholomäus Gesius, c. 1555–1613, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Chris Streeper 
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Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

Offering 

Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. Lord God, heavenly Father, You desire 

not the death of a sinner but that all would repent and believe the Gospel. 

In the epiphany of Your Son, Your time of salvation and Your kingdom 

have come near. As this world passes away, give faithfulness and 

urgency to Your Church to proclaim the Gospel of our God to all people. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord of the harvest, as You called Simon Peter and Andrew, James and 

John to follow You and made them fishers of men, so send faithful 

preachers of Your Gospel in our time. Increase the spirit of generosity to 

all who support the missionaries, seminaries, colleges and other 

institutions of our Church for the spread of the Gospel and the service of 

God’s people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Eternal Lord, in view of every current distress as the present form of this 

world passes away, give constancy and contentment to Your people in 

their God-given stations. Give comfort and faithfulness to the married, 

and strengthen them to pass on the faith to the next generation. Show 

kindness also to the unmarried and assure them of the holiness of their 

place in life, that they would be freed from anxiety and attend to holiness 

in body and spirit, undividedly devoted to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, preserve our nation with its rulers. Call to repentance 

those who have forgotten You. Spare Joseph, our president; Mike, our 

governor; and all who serve for the good of this people. Do not let 

disaster befall us, but preserve us in peace and quietness. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful Father, turn us from every distracting anxiety and the dealings 

of this world that would draw our hearts away from Your blessed Gospel 

and its end, eternal life. Give us confidence in the resurrection and the 

peace of a clean conscience by the forgiveness of sins in Jesus’ name. 

Graciously behold and help those for whom we pray [especially 

_____________]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Gracious Lord, in Your Holy Sacrament You deliver the Gospel 

proclaimed by Your Son and won by His death in His true body and 

blood. Work repentance and faith in all who commune, and unite them in 

a sincere confession of Your divine truth at this altar. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, 

Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the 

foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your 

Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have 

manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Sit 

Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 
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Distribution Hymn: What Is the World to Me LSB 730 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: I Am Content! My Jesus Ever Lives  
 LSB 468 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Johann Joachim Möller, 1660–1733; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

The Dismissal 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 
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Post-Communion Collect 
A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 

 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn: 685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LSB 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM Sunday School  
 Today 12:00 -2:00 PM Communion 
 Monday 6:00 PM  Confirmation 
 Tuesday  5:00 -7:00 PM Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00pm Elders Meeting 
 Wednesday 10:00 AM  Bible Study 
 Wednesday 11:30 AM Quilters 
 Wednesday 6:30 PM Youth Group 
 Thursday 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Young Family Fellowship 
 
CHOIR CONCERT OPPORTUNITY The A Cappella Choir of Concordia University, 
Nebraska, will include in their spring tour, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, North Canton 
on Friday, March 8th at 7:00 PM. Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 7707 Market Ave. N., 
North Canton, OH 44721 (Please see insert.) 
 
YOUTH GROUP Grades 6-12 meet every other Wednesday here at SPVC at 6:30 PM. 
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, February 7th. Questions? Please contact Pastor Chris 
Streeper at 330-441-0502.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
LWML BAKE SALE is coming up on Sunday, February 11th. The LWML is requesting 
your delicious bakery items! Please sign-up at the Welcome Center to bring your 
baked goods that will be sold between and after the late services. Thank you! 
 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE, ISRAEL & FOREIGN MISSIONS We continue to take 
offerings to provide relief to Lutheran church partners who suffer calamity in these 
areas. Thank you to everyone who has shown their generosity. 
 
ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART? This is perfect time of the year to pay attention on 
how you are being a good steward of your church here at St. Paul. With colds, flu and 
covid, we ask that you please tidy up all your personal spaces in this season. 
 
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Join us on Thursdays as we will meet in the church 
basement from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM for light lunch and playtime for kids! (Please bring 
your own lunch.) Kids of all ages are welcome. There is potential for this group to 
blossom into a homeschooling group, as we have several homeschooling families at 
St. Paul! If you are interested in this or have any other questions, contact Sarah Moser. 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2024 Jan-March devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take a copy home today. 
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GENTLE REMINDER You are welcome to take home your Worship folders, otherwise, 
you may place all worship folders in the blue plastic tub in the Narthex Hallway. We do 
recycle the black combs for the Large Print bulletins. (PLEASE DO NOT PLACE 
YOUR USED TISSUES IN THIS TUB.) Thank you. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Attend in-person or 
watch the stream live and on-demand. 
 
WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities kids may 
engage and participate in the worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress 
for parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but 
more importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a 
moment to collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle 
Bag” plastic bin after the Worship Service. We continue to be thankful for Sandy Turner 
and Jean Wadle who are keeping-up with providing clean Wiggle Bags each week. 
Your donated supplies may be given directly to Sandy Turner or Jean Wadle. Thank 
you. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 
 
“Walk-In” times at Church:  
Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 
Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 
appointments. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 

https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app needs updated and it’s asking for 
an “online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app. 
  

http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 


