
September 17, 2023 
Holy Cross Day (Observed) 
 
Opening Hymn: Lift High the Cross LSB 837 sts. ref–1, 3–4, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
 

P Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that 

He might bear the sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. 

Grant that we who glory in His death for our redemption may faithfully 

heed His call to bear the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4–9 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Numbers, chapter 21. 

  

 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 

land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people 

spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of 

Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 

loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the 

people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the 

people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against 

the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents 

from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, 

“Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when 

he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. 

And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Isaiah 49:22a; John 3:14b–15 

“Behold, I will lift up my hand to the nations, 

 and raise my signal to the peoples,” [says the Lord.] 

So must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 
A The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians, chapter 1. 

  

 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in 

the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased 

God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, 

a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For 

the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 
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Holy Gospel John 12:20–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

 
  

 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 
21So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, 

“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and 

Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come 

for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain 

of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 

and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father 

will honor him. 

 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 

this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify 

it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. 

Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has 

come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will 

the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of death 

he was going to die. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

  



7 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
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Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle  
 LSB 454 

 

 

 

 
Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530–609; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 

 

Sermon Rev. Chris Streeper 
 

Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 

 

Heavenly Father, in Your mercy You have forgiven our insurmountable 

debt of sin, ransoming us with the death of Your Son. Free us from our 

grudges and unforgiving nature, lest through our lack of mercy we 

exclude ourselves from Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, as You kept Joseph from evil and brought good from his 

suffering in Egypt, deliver us by Your grace so that we may learn 

patience in trials. Teach us to be slow to judge, quick to forgive, and 

steadfast in love for You and one another. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P We praise You, O Lord, for retaining among us Your Holy Word and 

Sacraments. Continue to raise up faithful stewards of Your mysteries, 

that repentance and the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name would be 

proclaimed in our midst and throughout the world. Prepare Your baptized 

children to be faithful confessors of the hope that is in them. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Caring Father, visit the homes of Your people. Keep them from all harm 

and danger, and grant that we would dwell together in peace under the 

protection of Your holy angels. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P God of power and might, sustain the nations of the earth and lead them in 

the way of justice and truth. Defend life and liberty, and give us honest 

and faithful rulers, so that our nation may strive toward what is 

honorable, true and just. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and 

infirm [especially _____________]. Grant them patience to endure their 

time of suffering and crown their days with Your mercy. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful God, though we come to Your table as servants who owe a debt 

we cannot pay, Your Son has forgiven it in its entirety. As we receive His 

very body and blood for our forgiveness, let us be grateful and go out to 

serve others with the same spirit of forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 

mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also 

might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 

garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 

and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



13 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 197 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 198 
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Sit 

Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 

 

Distribution Hymn: In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB 427 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed
 LSB 560 

 

 

 
Text: Genevieve M. Irons, 1855–1928 

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow LSB 428 

 

 

 

 
Text: William J. Sparrow Simpson, 1860–1952 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

The Dismissal 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 LSB 200 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Almighty God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have refreshed 

us with the body and blood of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that 

this heavenly food which we have received will strengthen our faith that 

we may bear all crosses, sickness, and trials with patience and trust until 

You grant us deliverance, peace, and health; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
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Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201 

 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 

 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn: 702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee LSB 702 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM Sunday School  
 Today 12:00 - 2:00 PM Walk-In Communion 
 Monday 6:00 PM  Confirmation 
 Tuesday 5:00 - 7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM Executive Meeting 
 Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 Wednesday 6:30 - 8:00 PM Youth Group 
 
YOUTH GROUP is this Wednesday for grades 6-12 at 6:30 PM. Join us as we meet 
every other Wednesday night and will meet next on Wednesday, October 4th in the 
Fellowship Hall. Questions? Contact Pastor Chris Streeper at 330-441-0502.   
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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LWML SUNDAY LUNCHEON is coming up on October 8th at 12:00 PM. There is a 
sign-up sheet for those ladies (only) who are planning to attend this event; this will be 
helpful so that food may be planned accordingly. Thank you. 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 Oct.-Dec. devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Attend in-person or 
watch the stream live and on-demand. 
 
WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities that kids 
may engage and participate in worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress 
for parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but 
more importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a 
moment to collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle 
Bag” plastic bin after the Worship Service. We are grateful to Sandy Turner and Jean 
Wadle who are keeping-up with providing clean Wiggle Bags each week. Your donated 
supplies may be given directly to Sandy Turner or Jean Wadle. Thank you. 
 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
 

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other 
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 
 

“Walk-In” times at Church:  
Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 
Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 
appointments. 
 

https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
http://www.spvc.org/
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TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 

IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app updated and it’s asking for an 
“online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.  
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
  

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


