
July 16, 2023 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

10:30am - VBS Songs from Kids 
 
Opening Hymn: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast LSB 577 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

(8am continues on pg. 6 with the “Exhortation”) 
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Holy Baptism (10:30am)  
P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our 

Lord promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And 

the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 

  

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful 

and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. 

We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and 

everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent 

His Son Jesus Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 

The pastor addresses each candidate: 

P How are you named? 

R Natalie Smith 
 

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate 

while saying: 

P Natalie, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead 

and upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the 

crucified. 
 

P Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You 

condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to 

Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight 

souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the 

Red Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, 

foreshadowing this washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism 

in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified 

and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away 

of sin. 
 

We pray that You would behold Natalie according to Your boundless 

mercy and bless her with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this 

saving flood all sin in her, which has been inherited from Adam and 

which she herself has committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant 

that she be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, 
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being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your 

name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all 

believers in Your promise, she would be declared worthy of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing 

sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the 

Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever 

possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray 

for them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the 

Christian faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the 

Lord’s Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy 

life of faith in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

  

P Is it your intention to serve Natalie Smith as sponsors in the Christian 

faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

  

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and 

with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
  

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the 

disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He 

was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to 

Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 

Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as 

a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His 

arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation joins in 

praying: 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time 

forth and even T forevermore. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions: 

P Natalie, do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into 

hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 
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P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting? 
 

R Yes, I believe. 
 

P Natalie, do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying: 

P Natalie Sue Smith, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying: 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 

you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your 

sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying: 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the 

robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand 

without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 

The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to the newly 

baptized while saying: 

P Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is 

the Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever 

watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with 

Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall 

have no end. 
 

The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following: 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus’ name 

as our sister in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His 

gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into 

His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 
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P Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and 

praise You that You graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and 

have granted Natalie the new birth in Holy Baptism and made her a 

member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your 

heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as she has now 

become Your child, You would keep her in her baptismal grace, that 

according to Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly 

life to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your 

saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 
All return to their places. 

 

8:00am Service continues here: 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 

our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 55. 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

 To him be glory forever. Amen. 

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 
A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 
  

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by 

the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 

sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs 

of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that 

we may also be glorified with him. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 205 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And 

great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And 

the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in 

parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds 

fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell 

on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they 

sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were 

scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on 

good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 
9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As 

for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures 

for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 

immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the 

one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 

riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: 586 Preach You the Word LSB 586 

 

 

 
 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 

 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
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Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. Father of mercy, our sins have merited 

thorns and briars and yield only trouble and strife. Forgive our 

transgressions and discipline us against temptation, that we may rejoice 

in Your name and the promise of everlasting life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, You send forth Your Word as abundantly as rains upon 

the earth. Grant that we would never take Your generosity for granted, 

but would seek the help and refreshment of Your Word in every 

circumstance. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of life, continue to sow Your Word through the fields of the earth. 

Bless pastors and missionaries as they proclaim Your truth. Prepare the 

hearts of all who hear to believe and yield abundant fruit. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, bless parents with faithfulness as they plant Your Word 

into their children, that they may grow steadfast among the cares and 

troubles of this world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Creator of heaven and earth, by Your Word You send forth rain and 

snow to make the world bring forth and sprout. Give seed to the sower 

and bread to the eater. Provide us seasonable weather and bountiful 

harvest, that we may enjoy daily bread and praise Your name. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of body 

or mind. [Be especially with _____________.] Give them healing. 

Comfort them with Your presence. Grant them patience to endure 

suffering, and assure them at all times that they are Your dear children 

and that the glory of Christ awaits them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P God of all grace, You have made us Your holy children and freed us 

from bondage to the flesh. Sustain us in repentance and faith, that we 

may receive Christ’s body and blood for life and salvation. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Almighty God, Your Spirit calls us by the Gospel to the new life of faith. 

We praise You and acknowledge You as our Lord. Deliver us from the 

devil’s temptations, that we may live under You and serve You in 

righteousness, innocence and blessedness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

10:30am concludes with the Lord’s Prayer and 
Benediction. 

 

8:00am continues below: 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 

when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to 

all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, 

who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their 

children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 

salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 

His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 

  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully 

eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 
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Distribution Hymn: Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing  
 LSB 584 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Father, We Thank Thee LSB 652 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; tr. F. Bland Tucker, 1895–1984 
Tune: attr. Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–61 
Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save  
 LSB 717 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Whiting, 1825–78, alt.; (sts. 2a–3a): Robert N. Spencer, 1877–1961, alt. 
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn: 921 On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 12:00-2:00 PM Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 5:00-7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM Executive Board Meeting 
 Wednesday  NO Bible Study 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are placed this morning in honor of Branko Djordjevic’s birthday. 
 
BAPTISM today (10:30 AM) we welcome into our church family Natalie Sue Smith 
through the washing of Holy Baptism. Natalie’s parents are Alan & Meghan Smith. 
Natalie was born June 8, 2023. Her sponsors are Kyle & Cassie Bremke. God bless 
this child and her family. 
 
BIG THANK YOU to Barb Pijor, Pastor Zieinski, Rev. Streeper, Tammy Rhodes, all 
volunteers, parents, children and those who made donations for making yet again, 
another exciting and wonderful VBS - God’s Living Water last week! 
 
ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app updated and it’s asking for an 
“online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.  
 
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC This year, members will provide sides and desserts and 
the church will be providing the mains. To help with planning we’d like to know 
how many to expect. Please sign-up at the Welcome Center. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, August 6th at 10:30 AM at Mill Stream Park Pavilion 1200 
Maple St, Valley City, OH 44280. Beginning with the Worship Service, food, fun and 
fellowship will follow.  
 
DEAR CONGREGATION of ST. PAUL My family and I thank you for all you did 
surrounding my dad’s entry into paradise. Your comforting words, hugs, 
preparations, gifts, attendance, and wonderful luncheon were all greatly appreciated. 
Thank you Pastor Zielinski and Rev. Streeper for your care and support during this 
time. Thank you for your love in Christ! Walter Dill Jr.  
 
TRINITY CHURCH, CLEVELAND will be celebrating the 150th birthday of her 
sanctuary on July 29th & 30th. They will be hosting a community event on July 
29th from 11:30am – 2:30pm including food, a bouncy house, tours of the church, 
organ recitals – fun for everyone! On Sunday, July 30th, there will be a worship 
service at 10:00 AM including a rededication of the sanctuary for God’s work 
followed by a potluck. All are welcome! Questions? Please call 216- 281-1700. (2031 
W. 30th Street, Cleveland, OH 44113) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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SUMMER FELLOWSHIP HOUR between worship services on the last Sunday of the 
month we will gather together to enjoy fellowship and food! If you would like to bring a 
dish to share, please sign-up at the Welcome Center.  
Next Fellowship Dates: July 30th & August 27th 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY is taking a summer break and will return back on 
Wednesday, September 6th at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 July-September devotion booklets are available on 
the Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other 
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 
 
“Walk-In” times at Church:  
Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 
Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 
appointments. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


