December 10, 2023
Third Sunday in Advent

Hymn of Invocation: Arise, O Christian People LSB 354
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your - selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and Ilow - ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The heart  sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth  and light were giv. - en; The prom -i1sed Lord from
low ly  val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; ri sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangblichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Invocation
P] In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9 LSB 151

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23] LSB 151
P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 4-5
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el And ran - som
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
5 O come, Thou Key of Da - vid, come, And o - pen
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
wide our heav’n - ly home; Make safe the way that
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
pow’r to save, And give them vic - try oO’er the grave.
leads on high, And close the path to mis - er -y.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicart
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Salutgtion and Collect of the Day
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um, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
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P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
(P} Letus pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten

the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit

Old Testament Reading

The Spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me,

because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound,;
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
“They shall build up the ancient ruins;

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations. . . .

8For | the LORD love justice;
| hate robbery and wrong;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
STheir offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
101 will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

Isaiah 61

:1-4, 8-11

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
1For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,



so the Lord GobD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.
Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
1°Rejoice always, 'pray without ceasing, 8give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. °Do not quench the Spirit.
20Do not despise prophecies, 2*but test everything; hold fast what is good.
22 Abstain from every form of evil.
23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2*He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
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Holy Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

Y,
Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

0

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. ‘He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . .

¥This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”” ?°He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 2!And they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?”” And he answered, “No.”
2280 they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?”” 2®He said, “I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the
prophet Isaiah said.”

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) °They asked him, “Then
why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the
Prophet?” °John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands
one you do not know, #’even he who comes after me, the strap of whose
sandal I am not worthy to untie.” ?These things took place in Bethany across
the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made,;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day: O Lord, How Shall | Meet You LSB 334
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10O Lord, how shall I meet You, How wel-come You a-right?
2 Your Zi - on strews be - fore You Green boughs and fair-est palms;
31 lay 1 fet - ters, groan - ing; You came to set me free.
4 Love caused Your in - car - na - tion; Love brought You down to me.
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Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be-moan - ing; You came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
e p——— —— ————— .
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O kin - dle, Lord most ho - 1ly, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for - ev - er For You with prais-es new
A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
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To do in spir - it low - 1ly All that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or leave me As earth-ly rich - es fly.
In love, all love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.
5  Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 6 He comes to judge the nations,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.

He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,

His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Johann Criger, 1598-1662
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.

Rev. Chris Streeper
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 LSB 159
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Offering

Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.

Stand

Prayer of the Church

(P)

(P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, preparing to celebrate the incarnation of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that remembering John the Forerunner’s preaching of the baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, we, too, may die to sin and rise
to new life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For the Church, that the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world would richly and daily forgive our sins and the sins of all
believers; and for Matthew, our Synod president; Kevin, our district
president; Paul, our circuit visitor; Philip and Chris and all pastors in
Christ, that they would remain faithful to not deny but confess Him, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened
by Christ’s gracious visitation; and that God would preserve them from
dangers to body and soul, guide them by His Word in wise paths, and
keep them firm in the faith until life’s end, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all in authority, that they would be given wisdom and insight until
the day when Christ comes again in glory to usher in His kingdom, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those afflicted with pain, sickness, trials and difficulties, [especially
,] that they may be granted health and the certainty that
our bodies will be incorruptible and immortal when Christ returns to
make all things new, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, as she eagerly awaits the return of her Bridegroom, that
we would not grow weary, but be strengthened through the Word and
Sacraments to ever hold fast to Christ’s promise of salvation, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and
death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His
victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His
ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High
Priest. Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all
the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no
end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You
alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160
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P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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P) Lift up your hearts.

>':D

o)
6>
S — -
We lift them to the Lord.
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[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Full)

P} Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and saying:
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 162
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My ~I+ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
IS the new testament in My *I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
Pax Domini John 20:19 LSB 163
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[P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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o) s
o | A\
&’ R ‘o L
o) o 4
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
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Distribution

e |f—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat,
please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you.

e Directions
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary.

o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left).

o Kneel or stand as you are able.

o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of
Christ (individual or common cup).

o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return
to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.

o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way
out the door.

e Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you
come forward for communion.

e A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any
guestions.

Distribution Hymn: 346 When All the World Was Cursed

LSB 346
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor -dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - 1li - jah bold,

i i 0 i i ;

- 1 |
=—r— s —
And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
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3 Behold the Lamb of God

That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes

The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God,

Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy

Will full atonement win.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522

4 O grant, dear Lord of love,
That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John,
Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’s way
Until we live with Him
In His eternal day.

Distribution Hymn: Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, O Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
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dress - ing; Came n like - ness low - ly,
feeds us Pre - cious food from heav - en,
pow - er Christ  will come in splen - dor
lease us. Keep our hearts be - liev - ing,
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Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, - er may con -
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par ing.
You Till in heav’n we bless You.

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534

Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522

Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed LSB 398
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comeswith res-cue speed -y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show -ers Up - on the fruit- ful -earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 O’er ev - 'ty foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
e —— | | | |
O e -
Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!
To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.
All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.
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He comes to break op - pres-sion, To
To give them songs for sigh - ing,

Be - fore Him on the moun-tains

set

the cap-tive free,
Their dark-ness turn
Shall peace, the her - ald,

light,
go;

To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His cov - e - nant re - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ui - ty.
Whose souls, con-demnedand dy - ing, Were pre<cious in His sight.
And  righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  kingdom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: Leonhart Schréter, c. 1532-c. 1601
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand



Nunc Dimittis
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Luke 2:29-32 LSB 165
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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veal You to the
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na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-ple Is-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther
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and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now,

Post-Communion Collect

P] We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Benediction
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Numbers 6:24-26 LSB 166

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: 349 Hark the Glad Sound LSB 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - 1or
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, In Sa tan’s
3 He comes the bro ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy  wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And  heav’n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
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throne And ev - Iy voice a song.
burst, The 1 ron fet - ters yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL

Today 9:15 AM Bible Class
Today 9:15 AM Sunday School
Today 12:00 - 2:00 PM Walk-In Communion
Monday 6:00 PM Confirmation
Tuesday 5:00 - 7:00 PM Walk-In Communion
Tuesday 7:00 PM Executive Meeting
Wednesday 10:00 - 11:15 AM Bible Study
Wednesday 11:30 AM Advent-3 Morning Worship
Wednesday 6:00 PM Soup Supper
Wednesday 7:00 PM Advent-3 Evening Worship

ALTAR FLOWERS

THANK YOU As we continue to prepare our hearts and minds this Advent season,
being thankful is certainly a part of that. For the two wonderful Christmas programs last
Sunday we extend a special thank you to Pastor Zielinski, Pastor Streeper, Audrey
Harris, Sarah Moser and all the many who participated in one way or another.

YOUTH GROUP Grades 6-12 meet every other Wednesday here at SPVC at 6:30 PM.
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, January 10, 2024. Questions? Please contact Pastor
Chris Streeper at 330-441-0502.

PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2024 Jan-March devotion booklets are available on the
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take a copy home today.

LITTLE JESUS, BORN FOR ME We have ordered more! And you may find them at
the Welcome Center. Please help yourself.

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Join us on Thursdays starting January 4th, 2024 as
we will meet in the church basement from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM for light lunch and
playtime for kids! (Please bring your own lunch.) Kids of all ages are welcome. There is
potential for this group to blossom into a homeschooling group, as we have several
homeschooling families at St. Paul! If you are interested in this or have any

other questions, contact Sarah Moser.

PEACE CAME TO EARTH Advent Devotionals for adults are available in the Narthex
hallway, please take one home today.

GENTLE REMINDER You are welcome to take home your Worship folders, otherwise,
you may place all worship folders in the blue plastic tub in the Narthex Hallway. We do
recycle the black combs for the Large Print bulletins. (PLEASE DO NOT PLACE
YOUR USED TISSUES IN THIS TUB.) Thank you.
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GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your worship folders, filled
out, or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly!

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Attend in-person or
watch the stream live and on-demand.

WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities kids may
engage and participate in the worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress
for parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but
more importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a
moment to collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle
Bag” plastic bin after the Worship Service. We are grateful to Sandy Turner and Jean
Wadle who are keeping-up with providing clean Wiggle Bags each week. Your donated
supplies may be given directly to Sandy Turner or Jean Wadle. Thank you.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown
their generosity.

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES

Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future.
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below.

Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home.

“Walk-In” times at Church:

Sundays, 12 — 2pm

Tuesdays, 5 — 7pm

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times

Call Pastor 440-458-0189

Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for
appointments.

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing:

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM

2. Mail your contributions to the church.

3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly

to the church on a scheduled basis.

4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you'll be taken to our secure

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution.

IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM.



https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube,

Facebook, or www.spvc.org — on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the

bulletin for the date of the service you are watching.

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office

330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor.

PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the

prayer chain and receive all the updates) ... or ... you may fill out the back side of the
attendance slip.

ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app needs updated and it's asking for

an “online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.

DECEMBER 2023

Stephen Kato
330-242-7183
Tim Wadle
216-214-7109|
Jim Jackson
330-391-6393
Chris Duran
216-577-5164
Sam Jakabcic
216-789-1076

4:00
S Kato / T Wadle

7:00
S Kato / C Duran

December 3| December 6 December 10 December 13 | December 17 | December 20 December 24 December 25 | December 31
SUNDAY Wednesday SUNDAY Wednesday SUNDAY Wednesday SUNDAY Monday SUNDAY
SERVICE Christmas Eve Christmas
Communion| Advent Service Communion Advent Service | Communion | Advent Service| Communion at the Communion Communion
11:30am & 7pm 11:30am & 7pm 11:30am & 7pm| moring services only [10am Service Only
ELDER B8am| Steve Kato lim Jackson Tim Wadle Chris Duran Chris Duran Steve Kato Steve Kato S Kato /) Jackson| Tim Wadle
10:30am| Jim Jackson Sam Jakabcic Jim Jackson Jim Jackson Sam Jakabcic
USHERS 8am/| Jim Sherry Dave Hesketh Mark Gordon Jim Sherry
10:30am| Brian Dearth N/A Jay Moser N/A Rich Proeschel N/A Elders to Assign N/A Erich Gottl
GREETERS 8am| H & | Cordes D & M Duran D & B Bremke H & | Cordes
10:30am| Barb Pjior R & J Proeschel Joe Bennet Barb Pjior
ELDER INFO



http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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From our Adopt-a-Student at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Sem. Conner Forbes.

Greetings!

| pray all is well! | wanted to reach out and say thank you for all that you've
done in supporting me through your generosity this year, and update you
on all that's going on so far in my final year at Seminary!

Fourth year has been going well. This year was a bit different for my wife,
daughter, and | — We chose to live on campus. It is a nice change of pace
from our first two years of seminary when we lived off campus in north St.
Louis. It's been fun being more involved with seminary activities. For
example, | am currently playing intramural football and ultimate frisbee.

Classes are going well. It was a bit of a challenge getting back into the
swing of things after vicarage. | had to switch back to student brain and get
used to the classroom environment again. Eventually, | settled into a
routine, and | have loved all my classes. | have enjoyed my Systems |i
class. We just had our placement meeting for our first call with Dr. Nielson.
Continue to pray for us and all my fellow classmates as Cali Day draws
closer!

Emmi and Adalena are doing well! Adalena grows more and more
everyday. She's almost a year and a half already! Time is flying! Emmi is
currently working part time as an Art teacher at Grace Chapel Lutheran
School.

Again, | want to thank you for your generosity. Emmi and | were nervous
about how we were going to pay for housing and health insurance since
she is working part time. God is good. Through your generosity we have
been able to pay for not only my education, but we have been able to pay
for housing and health insurance as well. Thank you for all you do!

God'’s blessings to you,
Conner Forbes
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Wednesdays 11:30 am & 7:00pm (supper @ 6pm)
in Advent December 6, 13, & 20

Christmas in the Valley at St. Paul

Sunday, December 10
Sunday School Program 10:30am
Christmas Tea 2:00pm

Christmas Town Train, Hot Cocoa, Until 4:00pm
Ornaments & Cookies to Decorate

Christmas Eve 4:00pm & 7:00pm

Candlelight Lessons and Carols  3:30pm & 6:30pm Carols by Request

Christmas Day 10:00am

WWW.SpVC.OTg
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Prayers for Worship

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, 1 humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that
| may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

After worship
Almighty and merciful God, | have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before confession and absolution
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Before communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that,
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

For blessing on the Word
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.



