
July 30, 2023 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Opening Hymn: Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings
 LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto 

You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned 

against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 

Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die 

for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all 

our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of 

You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 

that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Declaration of Grace Mark 16:16; John 1:12 LSB 185 
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 

given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. 

To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the 

children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes 

and is baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
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Kyrie Mark 10:47 LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and 

love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You 

have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Psalm 125 antiphon v. 2 

 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people, 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

 1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 

 which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 
2As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

 so the LORD surrounds his people, 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 
3For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

 on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out 

 their hands to do wrong. 
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4Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 

 and to those who are upright in their hearts! 
5But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

 the LORD will lead away with evil-doers! 

 Peace be upon Israel!  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people, 

from this time forth and forevermore. 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 7:6–9 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, chapter 7. 

  

 6“You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 

chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples 

who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number 

than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for 

you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves you and 

is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought 

you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 

from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your 

God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with 

those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

 To him be glory forever. Amen. 

Epistle Romans 8:28–39 
A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 8. 

 

 28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 

for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he 
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foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom 

he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 

those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? 

Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate 

us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
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 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 

which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that 

he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 
46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and 

bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 

and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat 

down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will 

be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 

the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And 

he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 

of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is 

new and what is old.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Announcements 
 

Hymn of the Day: From God Can Nothing Move Me  
 LSB 713 sts. 1–4, 7 

 

 

 

 
Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; (sts. 1–2): tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921–2001, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 4): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (st. 7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959 
Tune: Recueil de plusieurs chansons, 1557, Lyons, alt. 
Text (sts. 1–2): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; (sts. 3–4, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Rev. Chris Streeper 
 

Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  
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Hymn: 651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord LSB 651 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Heavenly Father, You have redeemed us out of Your steadfast love. 

Grant that the Gospel may go forth unhindered and Your Spirit bring 

many into this fellowship of the redeemed. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, You have revealed to us the true treasure of Christ’s 

cross and resurrection. Grant that we may pursue Your kingdom with all 

our hearts, souls, minds and bodies. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, You justify us for the sake of Christ. Comfort any who 

are troubled by the memory of past sins or visited by the temptation to 

believe they cannot be forgiven. Give them confidence in Christ, that He 

died for them and still intercedes for them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Heavenly Father, You have given us various offices in our lives. Grant us 

faithfulness in these callings, that we may see them as gifts through 

which we serve You and our neighbors. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, grant wisdom to Joseph, our president; Mike, our 

governor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that they 

may seek what is best for all in accordance with Your will. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, bestow Your comfort upon all who are burdened by 

sickness and affliction [especially _____________]. Grant that they may 

await healing and deliverance in the firm conviction that nothing can 

separate them from Your love in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, it is not for the sake of our numbers or 

strength or birthright that You preserve us, but for the sake of Your 

faithfulness and steadfast love. As You preserved Your ancient people of 

Israel for the sake of Your promises, keep Your Holy Church on earth, 

and also preserve our Synod, we pray, for the sake of Your name. Lead 

our delegates and members, gathered in convention, according to Your 

good pleasure and will, that in word and action we may love You and 

keep Your commandments, confessing Your steadfast love and 

faithfulness even to a thousand generations; through Christ, the crucified, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
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          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for the Word 
A Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take 

them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn: 818 In Thee Is Gladness LSB 818 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today Between Services Fellowship Hour 
 Today  NO Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday  NO Walk-In Communion 
 Wednesday  NO Bible Study 
 

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP HOUR is today between worship services. We will have one 
more on the last Sunday of the month on August 27th. If you would like to bring a dish 
to share, please sign-up at the Welcome Center.  
 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC This year, members will provide sides and desserts and 
the church will be providing the mains. To help with planning we’d like to know 
how many to expect. Please sign-up at the Welcome Center. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, August 6th at 10:30 AM at Mill Stream Park Pavilion 1200 
Maple St, Valley City, OH 44280. Beginning with the Worship Service, food, fun and 
fellowship will follow. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
WIGGLE BAGS Please help yourself to these goody bags that hold activities that kids 
may engage and participate in worship service. Hopefully this will help alleviate stress 
for parents who are worried about their child making it through the whole service, but 
more importantly, they help teach kids that “big church” is for them too. Please take a 
moment to collect all the contents of the Wiggle Bags and return it to the “Used Wiggle 
Bag” plastic bin after the Worship Service. We are grateful to Sandy Turner and Jean 
Wadle who are keeping up providing clean Wiggle Bags each week. Your donated 
supplies may be given directly to Sandy Turner or Jean Wadle. Thank you. 
 

ONLINE DIRECTORY UPDATE If your mobile app updated and it’s asking for an 
“online code” please use “SPVC” and that should reconnect the app.  
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY is taking a summer break and will return back on 
Wednesday, September 6th at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 July-September devotion booklets are available on 
the Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other 
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 
Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 

https://deeperkidmin.com/change-the-name-change-the-game/
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Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 
 
“Walk-In” times at Church:  
Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 
Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  
To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 
appointments. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  
to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 


