April 30, 2023
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816-78, alt.

Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857

Text and tune: Public domain

Opening Hymn: 915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915
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1 To - day Your mer - cy calls us To wash a - way our sin.
2 To - day Your gate is o - pen, And all who en - ter in
3 To - day our Fa - ther calls us; His Ho - ly Spir - it  waits;
40 al -em-brac-ing Mer - cy, O ev -er - o - pen Door,
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How - ev - er great our tres-pass, What - ev - er we have been,
Shall find a Fa-ther’'s wel-come And par - don for their sin.
His bless-ed an - gels gath - er A - round the heav’n-ly gates.
What should we do with-out You When heart and eye run o’er?
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How -ev - er long from mer - cy Our hearts have turned a - way,
The past shall be for- got - ten, A pres - ent joy be giv'n,
No ques-tion will be asked How of - ten we have come;
When all things seem a - gainst To drive us to de - spair,
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Your pre-cious blood can wash And make us clean to - day.
A fu - ture grace be prom - ised, A glo-rious crown in heav’n.
Al - though we oft have wan - dered, It 1s our Fa - ther’s home.
We know one gate 1s o - pen, One ear will hear our prayer.
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Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 LSB 203

(P)

N ®F

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins LSB 203

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution [John 20:19-23] LSB 203

(P)

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



This Is the Feast
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Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155

A 4 Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al -le - ln - ia.
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1 — Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose
2 Pow - er, rich - es, wis-dom,and strength, and
3 Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4 Bless - ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and might be to
5 For the Lamb who was slain has be -
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blood set us free to be peo - ple of God. Refiain
hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion: Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for -ev-er. A - men. Refrain
gun His reign. Al -le - lu - ia.  Final Refrain
A u Final Refrain
o o N
y 4N y ]
(e S
Q) .
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le - ln - ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

Service of the Word

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)
(P)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the
voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and



follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Sit
First Reading Acts 2:42-47
The Old Testament Reading is from Acts, chapter 2.

“2They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. “*And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. *And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. “°And they were selling
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread
in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
4"praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to
their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle 1 Peter 2:19-25
The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 2.

9This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows
while suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten
for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this
is a gracious thing in the sight of God. ?!For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you
might follow in his steps. 2He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in
his mouth. 2When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who
judges justly. *He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might



die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
5For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. I am the good shepherd. |
know my own and my own know me. Alleluia.
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Al - le-1lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 10:1-10

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a
robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. *To him
the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he goes
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger
they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the
voice of strangers.” °This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did
not understand what he was saying to them.

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
listen to them. °I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and
will go in and out and find pasture. °The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made,;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -}~ of the world to come. Amen.



Announcements

Hymn of the Day: 641 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Lsss41
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You sat-is-fy the hun-gry heart With  gift of fin-est wheat.
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Come give to us, O sav-ing Lord, The bread of life to eat.
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1 As when the shep - herd calls his sheep, They know and
2 With joy - ful lips we sing to You Our praise and
3 1Is not the cup we bless and share The  blood of
4 The mys - try of Your pres-ence, Lord, No mor - tal
5 You give Your - self to us, O Lord; Then self - less
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heed his VOICE; So when You call Your
grat - 1 - tude That You should count us
Christ out - poured? Do not one  cup, one
tongue can tell: Whom all the world can -
let us be, To serve each oth - er
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fam - ’ly, Lord, We fol - low and re - joice.
wor - thy, Lord, To share this heav’n - ly food.
loaf, de - clare Our one - ness n the Lord?
not con - tain Comes In our hearts to dwell.
in  Your name In truth and char - 1 - ty.
Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski
Offering

Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.
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Prayer of the Church

(P)

(P)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For steadfast faith to hear the voice of our great Shepherd, that passing
through the valley of the shadow of death we may receive our portion in
His abundant life, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the work of the Holy Spirit by the Means of Grace, that daily the
number of believers who are being saved may increase and God’s people
may proclaim His truth with all boldness, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For artists, musicians and writers, that our gracious heavenly Father
would inspire them in their creativity to glorify the Good Shepherd’s
truth; and that He would direct our hearts and minds to that which is
beautiful, noble and pleasing in His sight, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who would govern the people of the Church, that they would
be held accountable and honor the purpose of the Good Shepherd as they
protect His people and serve the cause of justice and liberty, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who suffer in body or mind, for the unemployed, for the
grieving and for those near death, [especially ] that the
wounds of our Shepherd would give them healing and His voice give
certainty in every sorrow, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For unity in the one true faith as God’s people devote themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and to the
prayers, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



For all baptized Christians, that we whose sins have been crucified in
Christ’s body on the tree would bring forth the fruit of holy lives by His
continual grace, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface for Easter
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by
His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He
has delivered us into new life in Him.
Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His
body given into death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our
salvation until we pass through death to the promised land of life eternal.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My ~I+ body, which is given for you. This do

in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup

IS the new testament in My *I~ blood, which is shed for you for the

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”
Pax Domini

P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.,
Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210
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10 Je - sus  Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Sit
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Distribution

e |f—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat,
please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you.

e Directions

Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary.

Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left).

Kneel or stand as you are able.

Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of

o
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come forward for communion.

Christ (individual or common cup).

Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return
to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.
If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way
out the door.
e Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you

e A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any

guestions.
Distribution Hymn: 740 | Am Jesus’ Little Lamb LSB 740
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11 am Je - sus’ Iit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so hap - py as am, E - ven now the
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heart 1 am; For my  Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and stay. When I hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro- vides me, Loves me ev - 'ry
In to pleas - ant  pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - ven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to His breast, There with - in  His arms to rest.
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Distri,li)ution Hymn: 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth (ssss4
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1 Shep-herd  of ten - der youth, Guid - ing in
2 You are the ho - ly Lord, O all - sub -
3 You are the great High  Priest; You have pre -
4 0 ev - er be our guide, Our  shep - herd,
5 So now, and till we die, Sound we  Your
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love and truth Through de - vious ways; Christ, our tri -
du - ing  Word, Heal - er of strife. Your - self You
pared the  feast Of ho - ly love; And in our
and our pride, Our  staff and song. Je - sus, O
prais - es high And  joy - ful sing: In - fants and
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um - phant king, @ We come  Your name to sing
did a - base That from  sin’s deep dis - grace
mor - tal pain None  calls on You in vain;
Christ of God, By Your en - dur - ing Word
all the throng, Who to the Church be - long,
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And here our chil - dren bring To join  Your praise.
You so might save our race And give us life.
Our plea do not dis-dain; Help from a - bove.
Lead us where You have trod; Make our faith strong.

U - nite to swell the song To  Christ, our  king!
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170-c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821-90, alt.

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716-96
Text and tune: Public domain
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Distribution Hymn: 709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

LSB 709
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is,  Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
" 4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; [ noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed -  eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5  Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6  And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The Dismissal
P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I~ in peace.
Amen.
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 LSB 211
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now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
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peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day
of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



16

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Benediction

(P)

®

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns (5B 525
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I Crown Him with man - y crowns, The Lamb up - on His throne;
2 Crown Him the vir-gin’s Son, The God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown Him the Lord of 1love. Be - hold His hands and side,
4 Crown Him the Lord of life, Who tri-umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, En-throned in worlds a - bove,
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Hark how the heav’n-ly an - them drowns All mu - sic but its own.
Whose arm those crim-son tro - phies won Which now His brow a-dorn:
Rich wounds,yet vis - 1 - ble a - bove, In beau -ty glo - ri-fied.
And rose vic - to-rious in the strife For those He came to save.
Crown Him the king to whomis giv’n The won-drousname of Love.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, And
Fruit of the mys-tic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, The
No an - gels in the sky Can ful - ly bear that sight, But
His  glo-ries now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who
Crown Him with man - y crowns As thrones be - fore Him fall; Crown
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hail Him as thy match-less king Throughall e - ter - ni - ty.
root whence mer-cy ev - er flows, The babe of Beth -1le - hem.

down-ward bend their won-d’ring eyes At mys - ter - ies so bright.
died e - ter-nal life to bring And lives that death may die.
Him, ye kings,with man - y crowns, For He 1is king of all

Text (sts. 1-3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL

Today 9:15 AM Bible Class
Today 9:15 AM Sunday School
Today 12-2:00 PM Walk-In Communion
Monday 6-7:30 PM Confirmation
Tuesday NO LWML this week
Tuesday 5-7:00 PM Walk-In Communion
Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study
Sunday 10:30 AM Confirmation Sunday

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is next Sunday, May 7th at 10:30am service.
VOTERS’ MEETING is coming up on Sunday, May 21st between services.

TOILETRIES for HOMELESS VETERANS Thank you for the donations in years past. We
are again collecting toiletries for the homeless veterans in our area. These donations
help the Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry of Cleveland work with homeless veterans in
our community. Please save, donate, or purchase the following and bring them to the
box in the Narthax for homeless veterans: Toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo,
disposable razors, combs, new bar soap, shaving cream, deodorant, and

socks. Both travel sizes and regular sizes are needed.

Donations will be collected until Memorial Day. Members of the Cleveland Lutheran
Veterans Club will deliver these items to LMM at 2020 Lakeside Ave., Cleveland.
Contact Don Gotsch (440-268-8778 or ddgotsch@gmail.com) with any questions.

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY If you have any questions about the ONLINE version that
launched please contact the church office for any issues. You should have received an
email with your username (firstnamelastname) and create your own password. This will
allow you to view the directory. Print copies will be available shortly.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly!

PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 April-June devotion booklets are available on the
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today.

WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You're encouraged to take home
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!).
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you.

YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180.



mailto:ddgotsch@gmail.com

COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future.

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below.
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home.

“Walk-In” times at Church:
o Sundays, 12 — 2pm
o Tuesdays, 5— 7pm

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:

e To schedule a time other than the walk-in times
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for
appointments.

TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing:
1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM
2. Mail your contributions to the church.
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly
to the church on a scheduled basis.
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you'll be taken to our secure
online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution.

IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM.

WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube,
Facebook, or www.spvc.org — on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching.

PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor.

PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the
prayer chain and receive all the updates) ... or ... you may fill out the back side of the
attendance slip.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live
and on-demand.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown
their generosity.



http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
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Prayers for Worship

On entering a church
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the
multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that | may enter Your house to
worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen.

Before worship
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as | come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, 1 humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that
| may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen.

After worship
Almighty and merciful God, | have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. | thank You
for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Before confession and absolution
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In
Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness
of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be
raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever
watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Before communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation |1 come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for
the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving
body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that,
having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally
enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

For blessing on the Word
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and
peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving
faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for
which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.



