
May 7, 2023 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
Opening Hymn: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 LSB 633 sts. 1–4, 7–8 

 

 

 
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 

our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 

God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 203 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 LSB 155 
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Service of the Word 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 

we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 

that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

First Reading Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
A The First Reading is from Acts, chapter 6. 

  

 1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 

complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the 

full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up 

preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from 

among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom 

we will appoint to this duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and 

they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 

Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte 

of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their 

hands on them. 

 7And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the 

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 

became obedient to the faith. 

 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs 

among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
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Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, 

and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. . . . 

 2And Stephen said: 

 “Brothers and fathers, hear me. . . . 

 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always 

resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets 

did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced 

beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed 

and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not 

keep it.” 

 54Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground 

their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, 

“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right 

hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 

and rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:2–10 
A The Epistle is from 1 Peter, chapter 2. 

  

 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

 a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
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7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone,” 

8and 

“A stone of stumbling, 

 and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 

you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, 

but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia LSB 205 

 
 

 Romans 6:9; John 14:23 

P  Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over him. Alleluia. If anyone loves 

me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will 

come to him and make our home with him. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel John 14:1–14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 

in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you 

may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known me, you would 

have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.” 

 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 
9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know 

me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 

authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the 

works themselves. 

 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 

Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

Announcements 
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Hymn of the Day: 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives LSB 602 

 

 

 

 
 

5 The gifts are in the feast, 

    Gifts far more than we see; 

Beneath the bread and wine 

    Is food from Calvary. 

The body and the blood 

    Remove our ev’ry sin; 

We leave His presence in 

    His peace, renewed again. 

6 All glory to the One 

    Who lavishes such love; 

The triune God in love 

    Assures our life above. 

His means of grace for us 

    Are gifts He loves to give; 

All thanks and praise for His 

    Great love by which we live! 
Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947 
Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt. 
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Philip Zielinski 
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Offering 
Note: Please continue to place your offerings into the plates as you enter or 
leave church as we will not be passing the plates through the congregation. The 
offering plates will be brought forward at this time to remind us that our 
offerings are given in thankfulness to Him for His blessings to each of us.  

 

8:00am service continues on page 13 
 

Confirmation (10:30am) 
 

The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian 

faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses 

Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father 

who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace 

and joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 
 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation 

acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 
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R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 

Word of God? 

R I do. 
 

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn 

from the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small 

Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
 

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 

faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, 

and deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to 

death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to 

suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have 

received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been 

absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and 

receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the 

head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 
 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you 

all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 
 

The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. After all the 

catechumens have received the blessing, one or both of the following collects are prayed. 
 

Stand 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great 

goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of 

Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the 

heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant 

that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and 

victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith 

shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You 
have united Your children in the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus 
Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your 
Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a 
faith that ever clings to their Savior. Deliver them from the power of 
Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that they 
may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and 
blood. By the Lord’s Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can 
make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find joy and 
comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and their 
neighbor and to bear the cross with patience and joy until the day of the 
resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. Heavenly Father, through the power of 

Christ’s resurrection You adopt all who believe in Him. Receive us as 

Your newborn children and nourish our faith through the pure spiritual 

milk of Your Word, that we may dwell in Your presence forever. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Lord God, You have promised to build up Your Church to be a holy 

priesthood, that Your people might offer spiritual sacrifices of praise and 

thanksgiving acceptable to You. Bless Your Church, and bring all 

congregations together. Bless all pastors who proclaim Christ to us. Bless 

church workers and those preparing for full-time church vocations, that 

we may be supplied with faithful leaders and servants of Your Word. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Heavenly Father, build up the households of Your people, that Your holy 

children, begotten in Baptism, may grow in Your grace and share 

together in Your forgiveness and life. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Holy God, Your power brought all things into being and still preserves 

what You have made. Bless Joseph, our president; the Congress of these 

United States; Mike, our governor; and all elected and appointed civil 

servants. Lead them to honor You and Your purpose, establishing order 

and justice, encouraging virtue, and protecting all life. Give them 

wisdom and moderation to lead for the well-being of the nation. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Merciful heavenly Father, for the sake of Your dear Son, who has 

restored all things by His cross, grant healing, comfort, deliverance and 

peace to those in need. Bless the sick, the sorrowing, the anxious, the 

fearful, the homebound, the homeless, the dying and all who have 

requested our prayers [including _____________]. At the last, give them 

entrance into Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Father of the risen Christ, You give us the crucified and risen body and 

blood of our Lord in this Holy Supper. Let us taste that the Lord is good 

and continually grow up unto salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your servant St. Stephen, 

whom Your Son has received into His glory. May we imitate him in faith 

and love to speak Your truth with boldness, forgiving those who sin 

against us as Christ forgave His persecutors from the cross. When our 

last hour comes, let us fall asleep in Him and be born into eternal life; for 

the sake of Him who was born into our flesh to redeem it, even Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. 

And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the 

glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 

who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying 

He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 

everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and 

with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. For Christ, our Passover 

Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from 

bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us 

into new life in Him. Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, 

faithfully eating His body given into death and drinking His life’s blood 

poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised 

land of life eternal. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught 

us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 
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Distribution 
• If—for any reason—you prefer to receive communion while remaining at your seat, 

please let an usher know as you arrive so that we can bring communion to you. 

• Directions 
o Ushers will dismiss the congregation beginning from the back of the sanctuary. 
o Fill the communion rail beginning from the lectern side (left). 
o Kneel or stand as you are able. 
o Pastor will distribute the body of Christ followed by the assistants with the blood of 

Christ (individual or common cup). 
o Once you have received the body and blood of Christ, dismiss yourself and return 

to your seat via the Fellowship Hall through the side door.  
o If you have received an individual cup, place it in the basket provided on your way 

out the door. 

• Gluten-free communion bread is available. Simply ask pastor for this option as you 
come forward for communion. 

• A low/no-alcohol option is also available. On the tray of individual cups are several 
plastic cups that contain juice with a drop of wine included. This dilute amount of wine 
uses the element with which the Lord’s Supper was instituted (wine) while providing an 
alternative if needed. Please feel free to see Pastor or an Elder if you have any 
questions. 

 

Distribution Hymn: 912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone LSB 912 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



18 

Distribution Hymn: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
 LSB 411 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
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Distribution Hymn: 861 Christ Be My Leader LSB 861 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Irish 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Handbells: The Lord Bless You and Keep You 
 

Closing Hymn: Go, My Children, with My Blessing  
 LSB 922 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004522 
Tune: Public domain 
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2023 CONFIRMATION CLASS 
St. Paul Lutheran Church  

Valley City, OH 
 

 

 

 

DELANEY MATTOX HERBERT 

Born: 10/18/2008 

Baptized: 9/13/2015 

Parents: Brett & Jennifer Herbert 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, …  

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,  

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:6–7 

 

 

 

NINA MARIA SPRY 

Born: 11/25/2008 

Baptized: 12/28/2008 

Parents: David & Nicole Spry 
 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;  

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;  

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

Psalm 95:1-2 

 

 

 

VERONICA LORELEI WINTERSTEIN 

Born: 5/28/2009 

Baptized: 10/18/2009 

Parents: Gregory & Robin Winterstein 
 

If you continue in my word, you are truly My disciples;  

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.  

John 8:31-32 
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LUTHERAN CEMETERY & HOPE MEMORIAL 

GARDENS TO HONOR VETERANS 
 

Both Lutheran Cemeteries will again honor veterans before Memorial Day. Volunteers 
are always welcome to help place American flags on the graves at: 
 
Lutheran Cemetery, 4566 Pearl Road, Cleveland, OH 
 

Hope Lutheran Cemetery, 2447 Center Road, Hinckley, OH 
 
For more information, contact the Cleveland cemetery office at 216-351-1308, or 
Hope Lutheran Cemetery in Hinckley at 330-225-7040.  
 
As some of us are no longer the young, spry, conditioned, and active youth we once 
were, how about inviting your kids and grandkids to help-out with the placing the flags? 
   
Wednesday, May 24th at 9:00 AM; able bodied volunteers are needed at Lutheran 
Cemetery in Cleveland to place flags on over 1,500 veterans’ graves. Coffee and 
donuts are provided. 
 

Thursday, May 25th at 9:00 AM; able bodied volunteers are needed at Hope Lutheran 
Cemetery in Hinckley on over 700 veterans’ graves. Coffee and donuts are provided. 
 

Monday, May 29th at 9:00 AM; Memorial Day service at Lutheran Cemetery on Pearl 
Road in Cleveland.  Service conducted by Rev. Jay Plummer (former Navy Chaplain, 
now with Parma Lutheran). Bethany Brass Choir will provide music. Please bring your 
own lawn chairs. 

 

tel:%28216%29%20351-1308
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26 

  



27 

  

 

 
 
Grab your friends and family and join the Thrivent Member Network - Ohio Valley 
Region at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. 
 
This event includes the opportunity to gather at Stillwater Place to enjoy lunch and 
participate in a private Animal Encounter alongside other Thrivent Members. 
Attendees will also receive a voucher to feed the giraffes during their time exploring 
the zoo and participate in a Thrivent Action Team. 
 
No products will be sold.  For additional disclosures, see Thrivent.com/social. 
 

$10.00 - Adult Admission (15 Years & Older) 
 

$5.00 - Children Admission (4 Years to 14 Years) 
 

FREE - Children Admission (3 Years & Under) 
 

FREE - Zoo Members (Must Show Membership Card) 

 

To Register please go to: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thrivent-family-fun-day-tickets-

600836567347?aff=FA&referenceId=bill-fecht 
 

Sales end May 18, 2023 
 

11:00am 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thrivent-family-fun-day-tickets-600836567347?aff=FA
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thrivent-family-fun-day-tickets-600836567347?aff=FA&referenceId=bill-fecht
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/thrivent-family-fun-day-tickets-600836567347?aff=FA&referenceId=bill-fecht
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL 

 Today 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 Today 9:15 AM  Sunday School  
 Today 10:30 AM Confirmation Sunday
 Today 12-2:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 5-7:00 PM  Walk-In Communion 
 Tuesday 7:00 PM Elder Meeting 
  Wednesday 10:00 AM Bible Study 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are placed this morning in honor of Branko & Charlie Djordjevic’s 
22nd Wedding Anniversary. 
 
LWML is collecting mites today. Thank you! 
 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is today at the 10:30am service. 
 
VOTERS’ MEETING is next Sunday, May 21st between services. 
 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORY If you have any questions about the ONLINE version that 
launched, please contact the church office. You should have received an email with 
your username (firstnamelastname) and create your own password. This will allow you 
to view the directory. Print copies will be available shortly. 
 
ARK ENCOUNTER & CREATION MUSEUM for any questions please check with Rev. 
Streeper. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
GOOD STEWARDSHIP Please take a moment to collect your Worship folders, filled 
out or blank attendance slips, used tissues, and any other items left in the pews after 
leaving Worship services. Thank you kindly! 
 
PORTALS OF PRAYER the 2023 April-June devotion booklets are available on the 
Welcome Table and in the Narthex hallway, please take your copy home today. 
 
WORSHIP BULLETINS & ATTENDANCE SLIPS You’re encouraged to take home 
your worship bulletins (use the scriptures, hymns and prayers for your own devotions!). 
Please use the blue recycle tub that is located in the hallway as you leave the 
sanctuary to place ONLY the bulletins (including Large Print as we do recycle the 
black combs) and the unused attendance slips. Thank you. 
 
YOUNG FAMILY FELLOWSHIP Families with young children are invited to join in 
fellowship! Dates and times are to be decided. If you are interested in that or other 
gatherings, sign-up at the Welcome Center or contact Sarah Moser at 440-453-0180. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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COMMUNION OPPORTUNITIES  
Pastor is still providing individual communion opportunities for the foreseeable future. 

1. Check the posted times for “walk-in” communion below. 
2. Scheduling an appointment with Pastor at church or in your home. 

 

“Walk-In” times at Church:  
o Sundays, 12 – 2pm 
o Tuesdays, 5 – 7pm 

Scheduling an appointment for communion at church or in your home:  

• To schedule a time other than the walk-in times 
o Call Pastor 440-458-0189 
o Visit www.spvc.org and click “Book with Pastor” to see available times for 

appointments. 
 
TITHES & OFFERINGS are needed; our Lord still provides for us and we return to Him 
a portion of His generosity. You have several ways to continue contributing: 

1. In-person Worship on Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
2. Mail your contributions to the church. 
3. Talk to your bank about "bill-pay” options. They can likely send a check directly  

to the church on a scheduled basis. 
4. Visit www.spvc.org and click on “Give Online” - you’ll be taken to our secure  

online giving site where you can make a one-time or on-going contribution. 
 
IN-PERSON SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS watch LIVE or On-Demand just like our worship 
services (YouTube, Facebook, or www.spvc.org) on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM. 
 
WATCH LIVE OR ON-DEMAND 8:00 AM on Sundays, or on-demand at YouTube, 
Facebook, or  www.spvc.org – on the homepage is a viewer for the livestream (when 
active) and for the most recent service. Bulletins are available via the link. Select the 
bulletin for the date of the service you are watching. 
 
PASTORAL CARE Should you desire pastoral care, please contact the church office 
330.483.3883, or 330.483.4119 and leave a message for Pastor. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS can be sent to prayer@spvc.org (also, email there to join the 
prayer chain and receive all the updates) … or … you may fill out the back side of the 
attendance slip. 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY at 10:00 AM. Attend in-person or watch the stream live 
and on-demand.  
 
SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE We continue to take offerings to provide relief to Lutheran 
church partners affected by the war in Ukraine. Thank you to everyone who has shown 
their generosity. 

http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
http://www.spvc.org/
mailto:prayer@spvc.org
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Prayers for Worship 

On entering a church 
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In the 

multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house to 

worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. Amen. 
 

Before worship 
O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that 

I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. Hear me for His sake. Amen. 
 

After worship 
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Before confession and absolution 
Almighty, everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal condemnation. In 

Your mercy You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness 

of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be 

raised up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may be ever 

watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Before communing 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 

body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for 

the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving 

body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy Spirit that, 

having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally 

enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

For blessing on the Word 
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and 

peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving 

faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from 

the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for 

which You send it; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 


