Holy Cross Lutheran Church

“Together in God’s Word and love, we boldly go to sow and grow Christ’s Kingdom.”
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church . Clarence , New York

January 14, 2024

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
11:00 a.m. Divine Service with Praise Band

As We Gather

The Lord persists. He speaks, we listen; by faith, we are able to respond. Samuel is
roused from his sleep repeatedly and is finally encouraged to respond. “Speak, Lord, for
Your servant hears.” Jesus bids Philip to follow, and he does. Jesus claims to have known
Nathanael, and in turn Nathanael confesses that Jesus is the Son of God. We, too, can
only be responsive to God’s will once we have heard His Word and believe.

Welcome

Welcome those of you who are visiting with us today. You are our honored guests! At
your convenience, please stop and sign the Welcome Book. For more information, check
out holycrossclarence.com. We’re glad you’re here!
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I« Confession and Absolution -

Please stand.
Opening Song

You Are Good

Verse

Lord You are good

And Your mercy endureth forever
Lord You are good

And Your mercy endureth forever
People from every nation and tongue
From generation to generation

Chorus

We worship You

Hallelujah hallelujah

We worship You for who You are
We worship You

Hallelujah hallelujah

We worship You for who You are
For You are good

Verse

Lord You are good

And Your mercy endureth forever
Lord You are good

And Your mercy endureth forever
People from every nation and tongue
From generation to generation

Chorus

We worship You

Hallelujah hallelujah

We worship You for who You are
We worship You

Hallelujah hallelujah

We worship You for who You are
For You are good

Vamp

Yes You are yes You are yes You are
So good so good

Yes You are yes You are yes You are

Bridge

You are good all the time
All the time You are good
You are good all the time
All the time You are good
X4

Verse

Lord You are good

And Your mercy endureth forever
Lord You are good

And Your mercy endureth forever
People from every nation and tongue
From generation to generation

Chorus

We worship You

Hallelujah hallelujah

We worship You for who You are
We worship You

Hallelujah hallelujah

We worship You for who You are
For You are good
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Ending You are good You are good
For who You are for who You are You are good

Israel Houghton © 2001 Integrity's Praise! Music; Sound Of The New Breed CCLI License #927515

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} Inthe name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Confession of Sins

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

Absolution
P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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I« Service of the Word I

Entrance Song

The Lion And The Lamb

Verse 1

He's coming on the clouds

Kings and kingdoms will bow down
And every chain will break

As broken hearts declare His praise
For who can stop the Lord Almighty

Chorus

Our God is the Lion

The Lion of Judah

He's roaring with power

And fighting our battles

And every knee will bow before Him
Our God is the Lamb

The Lamb that was slain

For the sins of the world

His blood breaks the chains

And every knee will bow before the
Lion and the Lamb

Every knee will bow before Him

Verse 2

So open up the gates

Make way before the King of kings
The God who comes to save

Is here to set the captives free

For who can stop the Lord Almighty

Brenton Brown, Brian Johnson, Leeland Mooring

Chorus

Our God is the Lion

The Lion of Judah

He's roaring with power

And fighting our battles

And every knee will bow before Him
Our God is the Lamb

The Lamb that was slain

For the sins of the world

His blood breaks the chains

And every knee will bow before the
Lion and the Lamb

Every knee will bow before Him

Bridge
Who can stop the Lord Almighty
Who can stop the Lord (Almighty)

Chorus

Our God is the Lion

The Lion of Judah

He's roaring with power

And fighting our battles

And every knee will bow before Him
Our God is the Lamb

The Lamb that was slain

For the sins of the world

His blood breaks the chains

And every knee will bow before the
Lion and the Lamb

Every knee will bow before Him

© 2015 Meaux Mercy; Thankyou Music; The Devil Is A Liar! Publishing; Bethel Music Publishing CCLI License #927515
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Kyrie
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LSB 168
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

()

(P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on
earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace
through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please be seated.

Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-20

The young man Samuel was ministering to the LorD under Eli. And the

word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could

not see, was lying down in his own place. *The lamp of God had not yet gone
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of
God was.
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“Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down
again.” So he went and lay down.

®And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son;
lie down again.” "Now Samuel did not yet know the LoRD, and the word of the
LoRD had not yet been revealed to him.

8And the LoRD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went
to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the
LorD was calling the young man. ®Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant
hears.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

9And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” ' Then the LORD
said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two
ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 120n that day | will fulfill against Eli
all that | have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. **And |
declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that
he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain
them. Y“Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house
shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.”

15Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the
Lorbp. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. **But Eli called Samuel
and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” ’And Eli said, “What
was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and
more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” *¥So Samuel
told him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD.
Let him do what seems good to him.”

¥And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words
fall to the ground. 2°And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel
was established as a prophet of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

Epistle

Psalm 139:1-10

10 Lorb, you have searched me and known me!

2You know when I sit down and when | rise up; you discern my thoughts from
afar.

%Y ou search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my
ways.

“Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LoRD, you know it altogether.
®You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

®Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.

"Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence?
81f 1 ascend to heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
°If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

Yeven there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20
12¢A]1 things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things
are lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything. **Food is meant for

the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and
the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body. **And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by
his power. *Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall |
then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute?
Never! *0r do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” ’But he
who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. ‘8Flee from sexual
immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the
sexually immoral person sins against his own body. °Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, 2°for you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.

Holy Gospel John 1:43-51
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

*3The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, “Follow me.” **Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” *®Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” #’Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
*8Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him,
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
*Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King
of Israel!” %%Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the
fig tree,” do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” >*And he
said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Song of the Day
Who You Say | Am Chorus 1
Who the Son sets free
Verse 1 Oh is free indeed
Who am 1 that the highest King I'm a child of God
Would welcome me Yes | am
I was lost but He brought me in
Oh His love for me Verse 2
Oh His love for me Free at last

He has ransomed me

His grace runs deep

While | was a slave to sin
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Jesus died for me
Yes He died for me

Chorus 1

Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed

I'm a child of God
Yes | am

Chorus 2

In my Father's house
There's a place for me
I'm a child of God
Yes | am

Bridge

I am chosen not forsaken
| am who You say | am

You are for me not against me
I am who You say | am
(x2)

Tag
(Oh) (Yes) I am who You say | am

Chorus 1

Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed

I'm a child of God
Yes | am

Chorus 2

In my Father's house
There's a place for me
I'm a child of God
Yes | am

Ben Fielding | Reuben Morgan

© 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing. CCLI License # 927515

Please be seated.
Sermon

Please stand.

Apostles’ Creed

""Bought With a Price""

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Please be seated

I~ Offering (Our Response to God’s Grace) -

In response to God s grace, we return a portion of what God
has given us so that His ministry may continue among us.
This QR code provides an option to contribute
electronically.

Please contact Sue Tichy, our Financial Secretary, if you
would like a mailbox or offering envelopes and do not
already have them. tichyfamily4@yahoo.com
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Offertory

Goodness Of God

Verse 1

I love You Lord

Oh Your mercy never fails me
All my days

I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that | wake up
Until I lay my head

I will sing of the goodness of God

Chorus

All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that | am able

I will sing of the goodness of God

Verse 2

I love Your voice

You have led me through the fire
In darkest night

You are close like no other

I've known You as a father

I've known You as a friend

I have lived in the goodness of God

Chorus

All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that | am able

I will sing of the goodness of God

Bridge

Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me

Your goodness is running after
It’s running after me

With my life laid down

I’m surrendered now

| give You everything

Your goodness is running after
It's running after me

Chorus

All my life You have been faithful
All my life You have been so so good
With every breath that | am able

I will sing of the goodness of God
(x2)

Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Ed Cash | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon, SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia, Fellow Ships Music, So Essential Tunes, Bethel Music
Publishing. CCLI License # 927515

I« Service of the Sacrament *I-
Our Beliefs Regarding Holy Communion (13)

“What does Christ command when He says, ‘This do in remembrance of Me’? Christ commands in
these words that this Sacrament be administered in His Church until the Last Day. In this Sacrament,
His saving death is proclaimed and the fruits of His atonement are distributed for the forgiveness of sins.
This is done as bread and wine are consecrated with our Lord’s words (the Words of Institution),
distributed to the communicants, and eaten and drunk. Jesus’ command to do ‘this’ includes all these
aspects of the Lord’s Supper: ‘In an assembly of Christians bread and wine are taken, consecrated,
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distributed, received, eaten, drunk, and the Lord’s death is shown forth at the same time.’” (Formula of
Concord; Explanation to Luther’s Small Catechism; see 1 Corinthians 11:26)

The Bible teaches that those those who eat His body and drink His blood without such repentance and
faith bring judgment upon themselves. Therefore, out of love for you and faithfulness to God’s Word,
guests at the Lord’s Table MUST: 1) be baptized and believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; 2) believe
Jesus’ words that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive His body and blood for the
forgiveness of your sins; and 3) sincerely intend, with God’s help, to turn from any and every sin in your
life. Anyone who has not yet been instructed in the Sacrament, is unsure about this, or holds a different
belief regarding Holy Communion, should speak with our pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.

Please stand.

Preface LSB 160
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P} Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the
foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your
Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty; heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 178
(P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven:;
give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution
In this Sacrament, we believe in the real presence of Christ’s body and blood as we
receive the consecrated bread and wine. Members and visitors of sister LCMS
congregations instructed in the doctrine of the Lord’s Supper are welcome to partake
in this meal. Christians not yet instructed in the Lord’s Supper are welcome to come
forward; please cross your arms to indicate the pastor should give you a baptismal
blessing. (If you are interested in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, Christ has prepared
these gifts for you! Our pastor will be available after the service to discuss
preparation for church membership and Holy Communion.)

Distribution Song

Firm Foundation (He Won't) He's faithful through generations
So why would He fail now

Verse 1

Christ is my firm foundation Chorus 1

The rock on which | stand He won't He won't

When everything around me is shaken

I've never been more glad

That I put my faith in Jesus Verse 2

‘Cause He's never let me down I've still got joy in chaos
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I've got peace that makes no sense
So | won't be going under

I'm not held by my own strength
‘Cause I've built my life on Jesus
He's never let me down

He's faithful in every season

So why would He fail now

Chorus 2

He won't He won't
He won't fail

He won't fail (no)

Bridge

(Oh) Rain came and wind blew
But my house was built on You
(And) I'm safe with You

I'm going to make it through
(REPEAT)

Vamp

Yeah I'm going to make it through
‘Cause I'm standing strong on You
Yeah I'm going to make it through
‘Cause my house is built on You

Verse 1

Christ is my firm foundation

The rock on which I stand

When everything around me is shaken
I've never been more glad

That | put my faith in Jesus

'Cause He's never let me down

He's faithful through generations

So why would He fail now

Chorus 3

He won't He won't

He won't fail

He won't fail no He won't

Austin Davis, Chandler Moore, Cody Carne © 2021 For Humans Publishing; Maverick City Publishing; A.L.K.D. Music; Capitol
CMG Paragon; Writer's Roof Publishing CCLI License #927515

Please stand.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benediction

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 183

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I+ give you peace.

Amen.

Closing Song
Child Of Love

Verse 1

I was walking the wayside
Lost on a lonely road

| was chasing the high life
Try'n to satisfy my soul

Verse 2

All the lies | believed in

Left me crying like the rain

Then | saw lightning from heaven
And I've never been the same

Chorus

I'm gonna climb a mountain
I'm gonna shout about it

I am a child of love

| found a world of freedom
| found a friend in Jesus

I am a child of love

Verse 3

I've felt the sting of the fire
But I saw You in the flames
Just when I thought it was over
You broke me out of the grave

Chorus

I'm gonna climb a mountain
I'm gonna shout about it

I am a child of love

| found a world of freedom
I found a friend in Jesus

I am a child of love

Interlude

Yeah yeah oh

I am a child of love
Yeah oh

I am a child of love

Bridge

Nothing can change the way You love
me

Nothing can change the way | belong
to You

Yes | do

Nothing can separate

(x2)

Interlude

I'm gonna climb a mountain
I am a child of love

| found a world of freedom
I am a child of love
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Chorus

I'm gonna climb a mountain Ending

I'm gonna shout about it Oh yeah oh

I am a child of love I am a child of love
| found a world of freedom I am a child of love

| found a friend in Jesus
I am a child of love

Andrew Bergthold | Ed Cash | Franni Cash | Martin Cash | Scott Cash © 2020 Bay19, Capitol CMG Genesis, Capitol CMG
Paragon, We The Kingdom ASCAP Designee, We The Kingdom Music. CCLI License # 927515
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Holy Cross Happenings

Jan. 14 Sunday Divine Service 8:00 a.m.
Jan. 14 Sunday Adult Bible Class 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 14 Sunday Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 14 Sunday Confirmation Class 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 14 Sunday Divine Serv w Praise Band 11:00 a.m.
Jan. 16 Tuesday Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
Jan. 16 Tuesday Evening Bible Study 8:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 Wednesday Lunch ‘n Learn 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 18 Thursday Hebrew Men’s Group 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL. Sunday School resumes with the Story of Samson (Judges 16).
Come grow with us in faith!

CONFIRMATION CLASS. Confirmation class continues as we study Joshua and
Jericho. “Be strong and courageous.... ’-Joshua 1:6,7,9

ADULT BIBLE CLASS. Our study on “Unshakable Faith” continues TODAY,
January 14, at 9:30 a.m. in the HCCC.
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study. Join us Tuesday mornings from ~9:30-11:00 a.m. in the
Holy Cross Christian Center for a Bible study on the Lord’s Prayer, led by Rev. Nickel.
This week’s study (January 16) is on “Lead us not into temptation.” For more details
contact Karen Langewicz (klang1346@yahoo.com 683-8332).

Tuesday Evening Zoom Bible Study. Join us Tuesday evenings from 8:30-9:30 p.m.
by Zoom from the comfort of your own home for a Bible study on the book of Job.
Zoom link is https://zoom.us/j/814394588.

PORTALS OF PRAYER. Are available for pickup in the Narthex.

FINANCIAL SECRETARY. 2024 Envelopes are in your mailbox.
If you have any questions, please contact Sue Tichy at: holycrossclarencefs@gmail.com

LUNCH ‘N LEARN. The January edition is coming up quickly on Jan. 17. The menu
will be delicious winter "comfort foods" of: sloppy Joe's, tater tots, corn, and ice cream
with a cookie for dessert! The speaker is Katie Earl from Erie County University
Express. She asks us: Do you like learning new things? Are you interested in meeting
people with similar interests? University Express is for you! We’ll talk about how the
program works and you’ll get a sneak peek at what we are offering for the spring
semester. We’ll also discuss the other programs and services that the Erie County
Department of Services offers to keep you busy and connected.

HEBREWS MEN’S GROUP. Join other men from Holy Cross, St. Paul’s and other
local LCMS congregations for fellowship and spiritual encouragement. (We meet the
third Thursday each month year-round.) Next meeting is Thursday, January 18t at
7:00 p.m. at Yogi’s Brick Oven Bistro, 15 Main Street, Akron.

CROSS CONSTRUCTION FOR KRAMPITZ HALL. At our December Voters
meeting the congregation selected a design for a cross for the east wall of Krampitz Hall
to give glory to God and witness to Christ. The selected design reflects the shape of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod standard logo cross, and would have three strands of
wood (light, medium and dark) representing the Holy Trinity. Doug Hartley has
graciously agreed to take the lead in constructing the cross or arranging to have it
constructed. If you have woodworking experience or other input and would like to assist
in this effort for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, please see Doug or contact him
(kdahartley@aol.com or cell 716.830.2576).
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“THE CHOSEN” BIBLE STUDY. Participants in our video Bible study of "The
Chosen" will be attending the movie theatre opening of episodes 1-3 of season 4 of this
series on Thursday, February 1 at 1:55 pm at Regal Cinema, 6707 Transit Road. We
invite you join us for this cinematic depiction of Jesus Christ and His disciples. Advance
tickets may be purchased online at fathomevents.com or regmovies.com. See Pastor
Nickel for any questions.

2023 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS. The statements are in your church mailbox.
Please pick them up at church to save Holy Cross postage expense mailing them. Please
contact me, Sue Tichy, at holycrossclarencefs@gmail.com if you have any questions or
need your statement emailed to you.

Stewardship Corner

January 14 — Second Sunday after the Epiphany

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body.” God owns everything, including our very selves. We
were made to serve Him and glorify Him and will never truly be happy or find our
fulfillment until we learn that lesson. Jesus has redeemed us and brought us back into the
kingdom of the Father, and that has set us free to serve Him in joy, generosity, liberty and
faith. If you’re looking for a way to serve in 2024, please contact Pastor Nickel, one of
the Elders, or a Council member.
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